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At least 110 die In Sri Lanka fighting 

VAVUNTYA, Sri I j »nk« 01) — At least 110 people were killed in two 
days of fighting between troops and Ttaril rebels in Sri Lanka's war-tom 
oortb and east, the militaiy said on Friday. A senior army officer said 58 
rebels and 11 soldiers were killed in dashes on the rebel-held Jaffna 
peninsula and in the Mnfautivn jungles to the south since the militaiy 
launched a two-pronged offensive on Thursday. In Colombo, a militaiy 
spokesman said 29_ soldiers and 12 rebels were killed on Friday in a 
45-minute bsttic.which erupted in the jangles of the eastern province after 
separatist Tamil guerrillas ambushed an army patrol. The offensive came 
after a three-month loll in fighting. Major General DenzQ Kobbakadnwa, 
the top militaiy officer in the north, said the air force had de s troyed a 
guerrilla radar station and the infantry, backed by Soviet-made T-S5 
tanks, bad captured 12 square kilometres of territory in Jaffna. A 
simultaneous attack, launched toward a key rebel base in the Mnlahivu. 
jungl es, had met fierce resistance bat the troops were slowly gaining 
ground, be said. Reporters are barred from entering the conflict zones and 
them was no independent confirmation of the military's chums. 
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Temperature expected to drop 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The sweltering heat wave which hit Iordan in the past 
three days has started to ease awl temperatures were expected to drop 
gradually Friday and Saturday, according to the Meteorology Depart- 
ment. a department spokesman said the Kingdom was affected in the past 
three days by a hot airmass proceeding a depression centred over the 
Mediterranean Sea but moving eastward. Mohammad Batayneh told 
Jordan Television Friday that the heat wave was blowing on Jordan from 
east Egypt and the northern and centra] parts of Arab Peninsula and had 
caused a tangible rise in temperatures. Mr. Batayneh said the maximum 
temperature recorded in Amman Thursday was around 3? degrees 
Centigrade, nine degrees higher than the seasonal average. He said it was 
usual in Jordan for temperatures to register 10 degrees higher than the 
average. Mr. Batayneh said as a result of southeastern winds blowing on 
Jordan and higher and medium douds temperatures started to drop as of 
Friday afternoon and that a further drop was expected Saturday. He said 
that no new heatwaves were expected in the region till the end of this 
weefc- 
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Mandate renewed 
for U.N. force on 
Golan 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council on Friday unani- 
mously approved another six- 
month renewal of the mandate of 
the U.N. Disengagement Obser- 
ver Force (UNDOF), which 
serves as a buffer between the 
Syrian and Israeli armies on the 
Golan heights The force, pre- 
sently numbering about 1,300 
men, was set np in May 1974 to 
monitor a ceasefire and separa- 
tion of forces agreement follow- 
ing the 1973 Arab-Israeti war. It 
consists of troops from Austria, 
Canada, Finland and Poland, 
assisted by a handful of military 
observers from the U.N. Truce 
Supervirion Organisation (UN- 
-TSO). UNDOF, which costs 
more than $40 million a year, is in 
the process of being streamlined 
as an economy measure. This 
involves a 15 per cent reduction 
of each contingent that will affect 
headquarters and support ele- 
ments but not the number of 
troops manningobservation posts 
or on patrol. 

India, Israel sign 
civilian air 
agreement 

NEW DELHI f AP) — ■ India and 
Israel signed a civilian air agree- 
ment Friday providing for Air 
India and El A1 to operate flights 
between the two countries, an 
Israeli diplomat said. It was the 
first cooperation agreement be- 
tween the two countries since the 
establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions in January, said Israeli 
Charge d’ Affaires Giora Becher. 
Hie memorandum of understand- 
ing provides for each airline to fly 

up to 500 passengers a week, Mr. 
Backer skid. Specifics of the 
flights will be worked oat after a 
market survey team estimates the 
likely traffic between' the two 
countries. 


Kurds plan own 


, V 


: school exams 

* .-• M ■Hl'l 

> SALAHUDDIN, Iraq (R) — 

Iraq ruled on Friday that students 
4 . .. . " in the Kurdish-held north must 

. :r r, travel to government control 

” V. --{'z territory to sit high graduation 
exams. A televised announce- 
ment on Friday said the govern- 
1 ana T*trnef me,rt was not sending question- 
^ naircs for this year’s exams — 
$m<?H canC5i |f which qualify students for mri- 
ShrOfit verrity entrance — to rebel-held 

territory. Kurdish education offi- 
cials reacted with scorn to the 
announcement. They said they 
had compiled their own question- 
naire and would administer and 
grade the exam themselves. Suc- 
cessful students would be admit- 
ted to Salahuddin university in 
Erbil, Kurdistan’s only institution 
of higher learning, they said. 


: t Russian-Ukrafnian 
■. summit postponed 

MOSCOW (R) — Talks between 
: the Ukrainian and Russian presi- 
.. dents to tackle disputes under- 
mining bilateral ties have been 
postponed, a Ukrainian spokes- 
man said on Friday. A spokes- 
man for Ukramtan .President 
Leonid Kravchuk had said on 
Thursday that Mr. Kravchuk 
would meet Russian President' 
Boris Yeltsin in Belanis on Mon- 
day. But Interfax news agency 
quoted the official, Vlarfimir' 
Shlyaposhmkov, as saying on Fri- 
day: “The meeting is to be held in 
Dagomys (a Russian Black Sea 
resort), but the final date of the 
summit has not been fibred yet.” 
It was not immediately dear why 
plans had been changed. 

Emergency lifted In 
Sudan’s Darfur state 

KHARTOUM (R) — A state of 
emergency in force for years in 
Sudan's troubled western Darfnr 
state has been lifted, a Khartoum 
newspaper reported on Friday. 
The Arabic daily, A1 Ingaz A1 
Watam, quoted the governor of 
Darfur state, Colonel A1 Tayeb 
Ibrahim Mohammad Khair, as 
saying the state of emergency had 
been lifted due because stability 
now prevails in the state. Earlier 
this year government forces sakl 
an attempt by the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) to infiltrate Darfur, one 
of the most backward and 
troublesome areas of the country, 
had been foiled. 
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Israel extends entry ban 
on Palestinians from Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israel, incensed at the fatal 
stabbing of a Jewish girl near Tel 
Aviv, extended beyond Sunday 
an order barring Palestinians in 
the occupied Gaza Strip from 
entering Israel. 

Security sources said Israel 
would also bar West Bank 
Palestinians from occupied Jeru- 
salem on Sunday, which marks 
the 25th anniversary of the begin- 
ning of Israel’s occupation of 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

The anniversary is June 7 but is 
marked by Israelis according to 
the Hebrew calendar. 

“Defence Minister Mosbe 
Arens has decided that the do- 
sure of the Gaza Strip will not be 
lifted on Sunday,” a defence 
ministry statement said on Fri- 
day. 

The ministry declined farther 
comment on when the order 
might be lifted. 

Israel ordered a 72-hour d o* 
sure last Sunday after the killing- 
and extended it by three more 
days on Wednesday. 

The latest extension of the ban. 


which has kept thousands of 
Gaza’s 750,000 Arabs from work 
in Israel, came as Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank 
observed a general strike to pro- 
test against the dampdown. 

The Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, ordered the protest 
strike in a leaflet issued on Thurs- 
day. Nearly half the Gaza Strip 
remained a dosed military area 
or was under curfew. 

Earlier, Palestinians said an 
undercover army unit shot dead 
two Arabs working for Israeli 
security in the West Bank after 
mistaking them for militants be- 
hind the Intifada, in the occupied 
territories. 

The plamdothed soldiers, on a 
hunt for Palestinians in Sailet Ai 
Harthiyeh village near Jenin late 
on Thursday, opened fire after 
one of the men pointed a gun at 
them in the belief they were local 
militants, the sources added (see 
page 2) 

Likud closes on Labour 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 


Shamir’s Likud party was shown 
gaining on the opposition Labour 
Party in two public opinion polls 
published on Friday ahead of a 
June 23 election. 

The surveys in the Yecfioth 
Ahronoth newspaper showed 
Yitzhak Rabin’s Labour ahead in 
the race for the 120-member par- 
liament but both parties nearly 
deadlocked in their ability to 
forge a coalition majority with 
their usual allies. 

The Dahaf and Teleseker polls 
showed Labour ahead of Likud 
by nine or 10 seats compared with 
previous polls showing it ahead 
by 15 seats, the newspaper said. 

It added that the polls, taken at 
the beginning of the week, may 
not fully reflect any shift caused 
by last week’s stabbing and other 
violent incidents. 

Pollsters and political commen- 
tators forecast the two main par- 
ties' will ultimately form a 
“national unity" government 
similar to those formed after the 
last two elections in 1984 and 
1988. 



Israelis seize Lebanese 
village, bulldoze houses 


ARNOON, Lebanon (Agencies) 
— Israeli troops and tanks thrust 
out of their self-declared “secur- 
ity zone” in South Lebanon on 
Friday, entered the village of 
-Amoon and bulldozed bouses in. 
a drive to subdue resistance fight- 
ers, witnesses said. 

Another Israeli patrol sneaked 
into die outskirts of the village of 
Yater, destroyed a house and 
planted roadside bombs which, 
later blew up as Hizbollah guer- 
rillas were driving by. Three 
guerrillas were wounded. 

The Israelis later withdrew 
from Amoon, which lies 350 
metres north of the zone and 
which guerrillas from Palestinian 
groups and from the pro-Iranian 
movement HizboUab have used 
as a base to attack the Israelis and 
their allies. 

Israel and its militia ally, the 
South Lebanon Army, pounded 
the villages of Kafra, Yater, 
Haris and Zibqin- Security 
sources said three civilians were 
wounded. • 

The incursion Friday was the 
first since February, when Israeli 
forces entered Kaffa and Yater in 
an Attempt to destroy rocket 
launchers shelling the zone and 
northern Israel. 

Villagers said one of six houses 
demolished by the Israelis in 
Arnoon was used as a hideout by 
Palestinian and Lebanese guerril- 
las who ambushed an Israeli pat- 


rol near Beaufort Castle on 
Wednesday, killing one Israeli 
soldier and Wounding another. 

“When the Israelis entered the 
village, they immediately went to 
the house,- asked the woman who 
lives in it to come out, then they 
Mew it up,” one villager said. 

Villagers said Israeli troops 
also threatened to blow the vil- 
lage mosque and two more 
houses of suspected guerrillas. 

The village, with about 2,000 
residents, lies just below the 
mediaeval castle, where the 
Israelis have a major military 
post. 

Lebanese and international re- 
lief workers Friday inspected the 
damage inflicted on Arnoon 
houses, police said. 

They said two carloads of offi- 
cials from the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross and 
another two from the Lebanese 
Red Cross toured the village and 
surveyed the needs of the popula- 
tion. 

Police said one house was 
blown up by dynamite and the 
other two were bulldozed by the 
Israelis. 

Zainab Fakih sat on the debris 
of ber house Friday, sobbing. 

“They bulldozed our house 
while we stood watching helpless- 
ly," she cried. “They didn’t allow 
'us to take anything out from it.” 

That brought to 13 the number 
of houses destroyed by Israel 


since Wednesday. 

Arnoon’s southeastern flank is 
under direct Israeli control. The 
Israelis also have access to 
Arnoon’s main road, placing the 
whole village of about 120 fami- 
lies under their supervision. 

Most of the young men had 
fled Arnoon and many of the 
women and the elderly were 
padring and leaving on Friday for 
fear the Israelis would come 
back. 

“Let’s flee, let’s flee," one 
villager told his family. 

“I cannot take it anymore, I 
want to get out and live in 
peace," one villager shouted 
from his car as he sped out. 

•The villagers cursed the gov- 
ernment of new Prime Minister 
Rashid Al Solh for allowing guer- 
rillas to operate against Israel 
from South Lebanon. 

An undeclared Israeli- 
Hizbollah war has been raging in 
Lebanon since May 19, when 
HizboUab fighters attacked an 
SLA post on the edge of the 
border strip. 

Israel retaliated by laundnng a 
series of air raids and engaged 
Hizbollah guerrillas in artillery 
duels. The guerrillas responded 
with hit-and-run attacks. 

Thirty-one people, inducting 
an Israeli soldier, seven Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas and two Palestinian 
fighters, have been killed since 
May 16. 


Jewish settlers ove r t u rn a wagon during a rampage through the Deir Al Rahii wmp in the occupied 
Gaza Strip 

Bush reportedly signals shift from 
rejection of Jerusalem settlements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush has said that 
“Jews have the right to live any- 
where” within the “City of Jeru- 
salem,” the Jerusalem Post re- 
ported Thursday. 

There was no American con- 
firmation of the reported state- 
ment, which the Post said came 
during a meeting Mr. Bush had 
with the Israeli mayor of Jeru- 
salem, Teddy Kollek, at the 
White House Wednesday. The 
newspaper quoted “Israeli di- 
plomatic sources” for the report 

The subject came up during 


their discussion when Mr. Kollek 
protested the inclusion in a recent 
State Department report on set- 
tlements. In that report, submit- 
ted to Congress, East Jerusalem 
was included in tracking settle- 
ment activity, and new construc- 
tion there was referred to as 
“settlement,” the Post said. 

Mr. Bush told reporters before 
the meeting that current U.S. 
policy on Jerusalem remained in 
effect. That policy was defined in 
a White House statement issued 
after the meeting affirming that 


“Jerusalem must never again be a 
divided city, and that its final 
status should be decided by nego- 
tiation." 

Jerusalem Diplomatic sources 
said that Mr. Bush stressed to 
Mr. Kollek that his administra- 
tion does not want to focus on the 
sensitive issue of Jerusalem at this 
early point in negotiations. 

Mr. Bush also promised to 
renew the discussion on loan 
guarantees after the Israeli elec- 
tions, regardless of who wins, the 
sources said. 


France to 
give $500m 
in loan 
guarantees 
to Israel 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The French 
government will approve the use 
of $500 million in loan guarantees 
to Israel, origionally earmarked 
for housing for immigrants to the 
Jewish stale, the Jerusalem Post 
has reported. 

The Israeli newspaper quoted 
the French minister of industry 
and foreign trade, Dominique 
Strauss Kahn, as making this 
disclosure on Wednesday. The 
report appeared in Thursday's 
issue of the English-language dai- 

iy- 

According to the Post, if Paris 
had not approved the change 
Israel would nave lost the guaran- 
tees since it did nor make use of 
them. 

“This is an example of the 
principle that aid for humanita- 
rian purposes should not be 
mixed with political goals." the 
Post quoted Israeli Industry and 
Trade Minister Moshe Nissim as 
saying in a pointed jab at U.S. 
President George Bush's position 
that any American approval of an 
Israeli request for $10 billion in 
loan guarantees would be contin- 
gent on the Jewish state freezing 
its settlement activities in the 
occupied territories. 

The French decision will free 
Israel to channel other funds for 
settlement activities. 

According to the Post. Mr. 
Strauss Kahn has also informed 

(Continued on page 5) 


PLO, Syria say Israel 
trying to sabotage talks 


DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) accused Israel 
Friday of trying to sabotage the 
Mideast peace talks through re- 
peated attacks on Lebanon, and 
criticised Washington for failing 
to take action to rein in the 
Jewish state. 

A joint statement was issued 
after day-long talks between 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al Shar- 
aa and Farouk Kaddoumi, the 
bead of the PLO’s Political De- 
partment. 

Mr. Kaddoumi arrived in Syria 
Thursday night accompanied by 
Hani Al Hassan, a political advis- 
er to PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, to evaluate the Arab- Israeli 
peace talks. 

The statement said Syrian and 
Palestinian views were identical 
on the foot that “the savage 
Israeli aggression on Lebanon 
aims at scoring election gains for 


Israeli rulers, liquidating the 
peace process and shaking up 
security and stability in the re- 
gion.” 

At least twenty-four people 
have been killed and 59 wounded 
in South Lebanon since May 19. 
The violence began with an 
attack in the Israeli-occupied 
“security zone” against the 
Israeli-affiliated South Lebanon 
Army in which a militiaman was 
killed and four others were cap- 
tured by the attackers, the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah. 

Israel launched with air and 
ground attacks against suspected 
Hizbollah targets in the region. 

The United States was repe- 
atedly called for self-restraint, 
saying the situation could push 
the region into more serious tur- 
moil. But Washington has re- 
frained from blaming any side. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Student election results reflect traditional 
domination of education system by Islamists 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The victory of 
Islamists in the University of 
Jordan Student Council elec- 
tions last week should have 
come as no surprise since the 
Islamic movement has been* 
very influential in the country’s 
education system. The Islam- 
ists are the most organised and 
cohesive of all poetical orga- 
nisations in the Kingdom and 
the alternative groups have 
been weakened as a result of 
both in tern al and external poli- 
tical factors, political observers 
and analysts say. 

Among the factors that con- 
tributed to the strong showing 
of the Islamists in the student 
elections are: Over two de- 
cades of heavy influence in 
Jordan’s public education sys- 
tem, the relative freedom of 
the Mishin Brotherhood to 
organise, and the faflure of 
other groups to educate stu- 
dents in other schools of poli- 
tical and social thought. In 
addition to the political dout 
that they enjoy among the stu- 
dents, the Islamis ts have also 
come to dominate the Jorda- 
nian education system, 
analysts said -after last Satur- 
day’s elections saw Islamist 


candidates winning 59 of 80 
seats. 

While only 60 to 65 per cent 
of the 19,994 students eligible 
to vote cast their ballots, - the 
“Islamic victory” was consi- 
dered “substantial” by both 
university officials and high- 
ranking members of the coun- 
try’s Islamic movement. 

“It is an indication that the 
Mamie trend has substantial 
support among our students,” 
said Mohammad Khreisat, 
dean of students at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

Most analysts attributed the 
overwhelming victory of Islam- 
ists, who won 72 per cent of the 
votes, to years of Islamist influ- 
ence in die country’s educa- 
tional institutions. 

Observers of the Islamic 
trend panted out that influen- 
tial positions in both the Minis- 
try of Education and Higher 
Education have frequently 
been held by Islamists. 

“Since the early 1970s Islam- 
ists have always targeted cer- 
tain govern m ent posts and the 
education posts at the top of 
their fist,” said one university 


The high turnout among 
Islamic trend supporters in the 
Sharia, science, medicine and 
education departments of the 


university also reflected the 
strong support that the Islam- 
ists enjoy in the teaching facul- 
ties of those departments. - 

“The School of Sharia, by its 
very nature, is dominated by 
the Islamists,” said one obser- 
ver. 

“Ope cannot deny that the 
Islamists are well represented 
in the faculties,” said a senior 
university official. ‘Teachers 
influence their students — it is ' 
only natural.” 

The largest percentage of 
voter participation was among 
students from die School erf 
Dentistry, which, along with 
the schools of education, nurs- 
ing, medicine, pharmacy and 
science, voted almost exclu- 
sively for Islamists. 

* The student coundl election 
results differed so dramatically 
from the victory, of non- 
IslanriSts in last week’s muni- 
dpal.coundl elections in Irbid 
that some observers said that 
no dear political trend was in 
sight for the Kingdom. 

'Other observe r s disagreed. 
“There is a dear trend among 
younger people towards Ma- 
mie groups for economic and 
educational reasons mostly," 
said one seasoned political 
observer. 

“The youngsters see a 25 per 


cent unemployment rate; they 
have been heavily influenced 
by the Islamists in the schools; 
and they see the Islamic groups 
as an opposition to the status 
quo," he added. “The political 
orientation of their elders and 
thus the people and trends they 
elect are bound to be diffe- 
rent." 

“With 50 per cent of the 
population under 18 years of 
age we have a lot young Islam- 
ists to look forward to,” said 
one university professor. 

The University of Jordan 
Student Coundl elections con- 
trasted sharply with student 
council elections held at the 
University of Yarmouk last 
year in which independent and 
leftist forces proved victorious. 

Fifty-one of the 71 candi- 
dates fielded by the Islamists 
won. Among them were 14 of 
the 15 female candidates that 
were on the rmoffidal Islamic 
ticket 

About 50 peT cent of the 
almost 20,000 students are 
females. Dr. Khreisat said. 

“The voter turnout among 
female students was higher 
than among males,” Dr. 
Khreisat told the Jordan Times 
without giving a percentage. 
“It appears that female stu- 
dents voted Islamic in most 


he added. 

The trend for women to vote 
in favour of Islamists can be 
compared with a similar trend 
which surfaced in the King- 
dom's legislative elections in 
1989, one observer noted. 
“The only difference here is 
that many of the women who 
voted Islamists into Parliament 
were only partially literate; 
these are university students,” 
the university-based observer 
pointed out. 

While many political obser- 
vers attributed the female vote 
for Islam as an indication of a 
lack of political awareness dur- 
ing the parliamentary elec- 
tions, no such claims could be 
made for last Saturday’s elec- 
tions. 

Political activism among stu- 
dents in the Kingdom is domin- 
ated by Islamists who hold 
gatherings and offer Koran les- 
sons at their homes and In 
mosques, observers noted. 

'mule male students often 
meet in mosques, Koran les- 
sons are being given at an 
increasing rate to young 
women in private homes; espe- 
cially on Thursday afternoons. 

“The phenomenon of reli- 
ghms lessons given to dozens 

(Confirmed on page 9 


Mojaddidi escapes 
attack on his plane 


KABUL (Agencies) — A plane 
carrying Afghan President Sib- 
gh atul I ah Mojaddidi into Kabul 
was hit by hostile fire on Friday, 
but landed safely with the pilot 
injured, diplomats who saw the 
madent said. 

They said Mr. Mojaddidi, 
appointed interim leader last 
month after the capture of Kabul 
by Mujahedeen guerrillas, was 
shaken but unhurt after the 
attack. 

It was unclear what kind of 
missile struck the aircraft as it 
descended towards the airport 
One witness suggested it was a 
rocket and another said be be- 
lieved it was anti-aircraft fire. 

But Tehran Television re- 
ported that the presidential plane 
was actually hit by a rocket. 

Mr. Mojaddidi escaped unhurt, 
but the co-pilot was wounded 
when tire rocket, presumably a 
surface-to-air missile, struck the 
nose of the aircraft and damaged 
the cockpit, the broadcast re- 
ported, quoting its own corres- 
pondent in the Afghan capital. 

The plane was only 20 metres 
above the runway, when it was 
hit, and the front of the plane was 
“completely destroyed.” accord- 
ing to the broadcast. 

It did not specify the type of 
the aircraft, but said Mr. Mojad- 
didi was on his way home from 
Peshawar in Pakistan. 

The Tehran Television broad- 
cast said a member of Mr. Mojad- 
didi’s travelling party told its cor- 
respondent that the rocket was 
fired from a “southerly direc- 
tion.” 

One east European ambassa- 
dor who witnessed the shooting 
told Renters: “Nobody can tell 
whether it was a missile; a shell or 
even heavy raachinegun fire.” 

"The plane was only about 100 
metres off the ground and some- 
thing exploded a few metres from 
it. It wasn’t a direct hit.” accord- 
ing to the diplomat. 

The diplomat said a small fire 
appeared to break oat on board 
and the president and his entour- 
age were quickly evacuated from 


the plane. 

“He was looking very pale," 
said the ambassador. “He was a 
very, very lucky man." 

Airport guards said the firing 
appeared to come from, or from 
behind, a hill overlooking the 
airport-runway. ^ 

Uzbek militia forces responsi- 
ble for airport security under the 
confused deployment of different 
armed groups in Kabul, quickly 
began a sweep of the airport area 
to search for the attackers. 

A column of armoured vehicles 
rushed out from Kabul dty to- 
wards the airport. Mr. Mojaddi- 
di, who was returning from Pakis- 
tan, his first foreign trip as presi- 
dent, was rushed by road into the 
city. 

Rival guerrilla leaders Ahmad 
Shah Masood, defence minister 
in the new government, and fun- 
damentalist Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar earlier this week declared they 
had reached a peace agreement. 

Their pact was intended to 
avoid a repeat of the pitched 
battles between rival guerrilla 
groups that killed or injured hun- 
dreds in Kabul one month ago. 

Their forces face each other 
across a “no man's land” a few 
hundred metres wide in southern 
Kabul. 

Diplomats said later that Mr. 
Mojaddidi had gone ahead with 
official welcome ceremonies at 
the airport despite the incident. 

He made a brief speech but did 
not mention the attack on the 
plane and shook hands with 
Kabul-based diplomats as a milit- 
ary band played. 

The aircraft was a civilian air- 
liner belonging to Ariana, the 
Afghan national airline. 

A Russian aircraft flying into 
Kabul to collect Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev at the 
end of an official visit two weeks 
ago came under anti-aircraft fire. 

The pilot of that plane said the 
shots came from southern Kabul, 
and Russian officials said they 
believed they were fired by guer- 
rillas of Mr. Hekmatyar's Hezb- 
e-lslarat. 


VILLA FOR SALE 


Consists of six bedrooms with bathrooms and several salons; in 
the most beautiful and luxurious location in Amman; with an 
indoor swimming pool, sports room, Finnish sauna, equipped 
with all comfort paraphernalia and remote controls and electro- 
nic protection; well-arranged garden, a garage that accommo- 
dates several cars. Modem deluxe building according to 
excellent standards; under-tile heating with no radiators (Ger- 
man system); concealed walHnset cupboards, Belgian ceilings 
and windows. 
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Middle East News 


U.N. experts I Saudis say Yemen shows Sudan, rebels optimistic over talks 


study Iraq 
nuclear data 


no interest in border deal 


BAGHDAD (R) — U.N. experts 
said fresh information provided 
by Iraq was to be examined on 
; Friday as part of the team's inves- 
tigation into Iraqi efforts to de- 
velop a nuclear weapon. 

Dimitri Perricos of Greece said 
the 25-member team was analys- 
ing answers received from their 
Iraqi counterparts ■ 

On Wednesday the Iraqis pro- 
vided fresh data which Mr. Perri- 
cos described as “some very ex- 
panded. multi-paged answers on 
the weaponisation processes.” 

He said the Iraqis admitted last 
October that they were “having a 
certain development in (nuclear) 
weapons.” 

He said he hoped the answers 
would clarity the extern of the 
development of Iraq’s nudear 
programme. 

- “Of course, in September there 
were a number of documents that 
have been seized which indicate 
‘that there was research going on 
this issue,” he said. 


Official 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia 
accused Yemen on Friday of 
showing no serious interest in 
solving a dispute over an oil-rich 
border region which has soured 
relations between the two neigh- 
bours. 

The Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
said the kingdom had repeatedly 
called for talks with Yemen with- 
out drawing a positive response. 

“The Saudi kingdom would 
like to clarify that during the past 
years and in several initiatives, it 
endeavoured to negotiate with 
the Yemeni side on marking out 
what is left of the border ... 
guaranteeing the rights of the two 
countries,” SPA said quoting an 
official Saudi source. 

“Despite those Saudi efforts 
and initiatives ... the kingdom did 
not find any serious interest on 
the Yemeni side to reach an 
agreement.” 

Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh said on Sunday that 
Saudi claims that the oil-rich 
areas of Hadramout, Maareb and 
A1 Jawf part of its territory made 
it necessary to discuss the border 
issue as soon as possible. 

He referred to a letter which he 
said the Saudi government sent to 


oil company British Petroleum 
(BP), warning B.P. against ex- 
ploring areas the kingdom consi- 
dered its territory. 

B.P. cancelled plans this month 
to drill a Red Sea oil concession, 
a move seen by Yemen as a 
breach of contract. The decision 
worsened Saudi- Yemeni rela- 
tions, already strained by Sanaa's 
pro-Iraqi stand in the Gulf crisis. 

SPA, received in Cyprus, 
quoted the source as saying that 
work on marking the border 
should begin immediately. 

“For the Yemeni side to show 
some seriousness and good inten- 
tions it is necessary to start im- 
mediately replacing border mark- 
ing that have disappeared and 
plan the demarcation of the (pre- 
viously) unmarked part,” the 
source added. 


“Saudi Arabia confirms its 
permanent concern over good 
neighbourliness and relations be- 
tween the two brotherly coun- 
tries,” the source said. 

“It also stresses that it does not 
encroach upon anyone's rights 
and does not have any design on 
territories of others according to 
its dear and known policy.” 


ABUJA (R) — The Sudanese 
government and southern rebels 
met on Friday in a mood of 
cautious optimism, having 
cleared away a procedural hurdle 
blocking their talks on ending one 
of Africa’s longest-running civil 
wars. 

“We are cautiously optimist. 
The atmosphere is businesslike, 1 ’ 
said a government delegate as the 
Abuja peace conference, chaired 
and sponsored by Nigeria, en- 
tered a fourth day. 

A general change in mood, 
after procedural wrangling 
threatened to torpedo the talks, 
came late on Thursday when the 
government agreed to rebel de- 
mands that a draft agenda for 
substantive talks include a re- 
ferendum for southern Sudan. 

“Inclusion of the one word, 
referendum, is to let the talks 
succeed,” government delegate 
Abdul Wahab AJ ASeadi told 


Reuters. “It does not imply we 
accept (a referendum). It means 
we are ready to discuss it” 

The government came to the 
talks in the new Nigerian capital 
boosted ty a dry-season offen- 
sive, its biggest of the nine-year- 
old- war, and the seizure of a 
dozen rebel-held towns. 

Relief workers in Sudan said 
the army won control of the key 
rebel town of Kapoeta on Thurs- 
day and was fighting for Torit. 

The breakaway Na$ir faction of 
the Sudan People’s liberation 
Army (SPLA) had demanded 
that the referendum be discussed. 

Nasir delegates said they would 
have left Abuja if the word re- 
ferendum had not been been 
included in the draft agenda. 

The SPLA, also represented by 
John Garang's main Torit fac- 
tion, has been fighting since 1983 
for autonomy for so u thern Sudan 
from the government in Khar- 


toum. 

. The. Nasir faction has said it 
believes self-detenmnafion is the 
only way to strive Sudan’s woes. 
Torit has said it will throw its 
weight behind the demand for 
setf-detenmnation if its demands 
for a united, secular Sudan are 
not met. ' 

The government delegation 
came to Abuja with offers of 
autonomy for the south in a 
federal system, under which non- 
Muslim areas would be exempt 
from Sharia (Islamic law). . 

It has made dear that it regards 
self-determination as tantamout 

to separation and, thus, un- 

acceptable. 

Despite the new mood, dele- 
gates cautioned against expecta- 
tions of major breakthroughs as 
they tackled thorny draft resolu- 
tion issues, inducting power and 
wealth sharing and a new con- 
stitution. 


Israelis kill two ‘collaborators’ 


Vatican Bush urged aid to Iraq 


delegation j n 1989 newspaper says 


visits Iraq 


AN OFFICIAL Vatican delega- 
-tion, led by the vice-chairman of 
the Papal Countil Cor Unum, 
Curia Bishop Alois Wagner, vi- 
sited Iraq from April 6 to 11, 1992. 
Other members of the delegation 
were Gerhard Meier, the Swiss 
secretary-general of Caritas inter- 
national and Father Qaudio 
Gugerotti of the Congregation 
for Eastern Churches. One year 
after the end of the Gulf war. 
Pope John Paul II sent the mis- 
sion to Iraq to assess the situation 
on the spot. 

la aa interview chat was broadcast 
by Vatican Radio on April 20, 
Bishop Wagner gave a first report 
on the situation. The mission 
spoke with five ministers and all 
the bishops in the country and 
discussed the current situation 
with them. Bishop Wagner was 
particularly impressed by the 


positive reaction of all the people 
’he had met in Iraq. At uptime 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident George Bush urged the 
United States in a 198? directive 
to ply Iraq with aid in an effort to 
encourage moderation by Sad- 
dam Hussein, the New York 
Times reported on Friday. 

The secret policy order on the 
Gulf region, signed by Mr. Bush, 
said the United States should 
offer economic and political in- 
centives to Iraq with an eye to 
tempering the Iraqi leader and 
increasing U.S. influence in the 
country. 

The directive, part of which 
was made available to the New 
York Tunes on Thursday, warned 
Iraq not to resume its use of 
chemical weapons and cautioned 
against the application of biolo- 
gical weapons and the develop- 
ment of nuclear arms. 

If Iraq failed to heed the warn- 
ing, the directive implied, the . 
country would be faced with eco-' 


nomic and political sanctions 
from the United States and its 
allies. 

Iran, rather than Iraq, is de- 
scribed in the document as the 
principal regional threat. 

The directive, which served as 
the operative guide for U.S. poli- 
cy until Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990, became the focus of 
a debate over whether the Un- 
ited States ignored signs after the 
Iran-Iraq war that Iraq was pre- 
paring to strike against its neigh- 
bours. 

According to the directive, 
“normal relations between the 
U.S. and Iraq would serve our 
longer term interest and promote 
stability in both the Gulf and the 
Middle East." 

The declassified section of the 
document published by the news- 
paper was- to be presented on 
Friday to a <x>pgressional hearing 
oh U:$.‘ polity, towards Iraq. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Undercover Israeli 
agents shot and killed two armed 
Arab collaborators in a case of 
mistaken identity in the occupied 
West Bank, Arab reports. said 
Friday. 

The army confirmed Thursday 
night's shooting, but would not 
say whether the slain Palestinians 
were suspected informers or anti- 
Israeli activists. The army is 
usually quick to publish the de- 
tails when Palestinian wanted 
men are killed in clashes with 
Israelis. 

Also Friday, Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens indefinitely ex- 
tended the closure of the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip that was imposed 
Last Sunday when an Israeli 
schoolgril was stabbed to death 
by a Gaza man in a Tel Aviv 
suburb, a ministry spokeswoman 
said. 

The closure means Gaza's 

750.000 Palestinians cannot 
leave, but can move inside the 
coastal strip. It will prevent some 

35.000 Gazans from getting to 
their jobs in Israel. 

In its report on the West Bank 


shooting incident, the army said 
‘'‘security forces” — a term usual- 
ly meaning plainclothes Shin Bet 
agents — opened fire when one 
ot the two Palestinians aimed his 
gnn at them. 

The incident occurred in the 
Slat A1 Harithiya village in the 
Jenin, the army said. It identified 
the dead as Omar Abu Hassan, 
26 and Hani Khaled Haroed, 24, 
both from villages in the area. 


Arab reports said Hassan, 
Hamed and a third collaborator 
had set up an ambush at a junc- 
tion to attack Palestinian wanted 
men. A car with blue West Bank 
plates arrived and the collabor- 
ators trained their guns on the 
passengers, the reports said. 

Those in the car were members 
of an undercover army unit, the 
reports said, and they opened fire 
on the collaborators, killing two 
and wounding the third seriously. 
The army said it had no reports of 
a Palestinian wounded in the 
shooting. 

The incident was the latest 
twist in the controversy over 
Israeli units disguised as Arabs 


tracking down wanted- men. 

In a counter move, Palestinian 
activists two weeks ago rfiggiriwi 
themselves as Israeli soldiers and 
killed a suspected Arab informer 
in the Gaza Strip. 

Defence Minis ter Moshe Arens 
on Thursday praised undercover 
units. Human rights groups have 
accused them of killing in oold 
blood. 

More than 900 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israelis since 
the Palestinian uprising broke out 
in December 1987. 


Palestinians have killed 88 
Israelis and 473 Arabs, most on 
suspicion of being informers, dur- 
ing the revolt. 

In the Gaza Strip, Jewish set- 
tlers on Thursday night set fire to 
an Arab-owned field near the 
town of Deir A1 Balah to avenge 
the stabbing death of a rabbi the 
day before, the. army said. 

Arab reports said six farms 
were set afire, all of them near 
the Deir A1 Balah house of .the 
rabbi’s suspected assailant, 
although none belonged to the 
suspect's family. 


r 




Enemies in combat shake 


•he had met in Iraq. At time 
did he encounter any rejection or 
criticism of the West. His delega- 
tion had also met Islamic leaders 
in Baghdad and during a visit to. 
Basra. 

Bishop Wagner had an espe- 
cially positive opinion of his 
- meeting with the Vatican pixm un- 
do, Archbishop Marian Oles, 
.who had been the only Western 
ambassador to have remained in 
•Baghdad during the war, thus 
.earning himself great esteem in 
the country. 

■ During their talks, they en- 
. couraged Iraqi Christians not to 
„ leave the country despite the dif- 
ficult economic situation. 

“In this way, you lose a little of 
the church," Bishop Wagner told 
those who had remained behind. 
In return, the delegation 
approached the Iraqi government 
to plead for the Iraqis who had 
fled to Jordan, asking that they 
might be permitted to return 
home without fear of punish- 
ment. A strong Christian com- 
munity was very important in that 
country as the Christian Church 
would play a “stabilising and so- 
cial role” in Iraq, according to 
Bishop Wagner. 

When questioned about the 
U.N. embargo, Bishop Wagner 
pleaded that it be lifted, “for Iraq 
had now met the conditons.” He 
added furthermore that “the peo- 
ple are still suffering there one 
year later. Especially the poor 
and middle classes — had to be 
helped and pleaded for a change 
in the current form of the embar- 
go as it was simply the poor who 
suffered from the sharp devalua- 
tion in the currency.” — Christ- 
ian International News Agency 


No curfew in EtMopM 


— a capital celebrates 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethio- 
pians danced, drank and sang 
until the early hours on Friday to 
celebrate the end of a night cur- 
few in force for 17 bleak years of 
Stalinist rule. 

All over the capital night clubs 
stayed open and the sound of 
Ethiopian popular music blend- 
ing electric guitars and centuries- 
old rhythms rocked the city of 
three million. 

“This a re-birth,” said the own- 
er of an Addis Ababa night dub 
whose premises had been forced 
to close before midnight every 
night since ousted dictator Men- 
gistu Haile Mariam came to pow- 
er in 1974. 

“I shall have to go out now and 
get some pretty girls to placate 
my patrons. Business has come to 
life one day after the curfew was 
lifted." 

Addis Ababa held a party all 
night, toasting its new freedom in 
Tej, a deceptively mild-lasting 
noney-based brew, as well as with 
beer and imported whiskey. 

The curfew, which Ethiopians 
feared because it was the time 
Colonel Mengistu’s dreaded sec- 
ret service could operate freely, 
was lifted on Thursday, a year to 
the day that Addis Ababa was 
raptured by a rebel army sweep- 
ing in from the north. 

The head of the transitional 
government of the Ethiopian 
Peoples Revolutionary Democra- 
tic Front (EPRDF), Meles Zena- 
wi, announced the lifting of the 




hands at Sudan talks 


Habib Bourguiba 


Bourguiba 

under 

‘intensive’ 


Mcngfatn Hafle Mariam 


treatment 


curfew on Thursday. 

He said it was the right of every 
Ethiopian to enjoy his or her 
freedom without limitations, and 
every night club in town threw 
open its doors to one big party. 

In the past, bars and dubs used 
to dose as early as dusk so that 
people could get back to their 
homes before curfew. 

Ethiopians said that Col. Men- 
gistu’s secret police used the cur- 
few to drag suspected opponents 
from their homes and shoot them 
or take them away for interroga- 
tion. 

The government says tens of 
thousands of suspected rebels dis- 
appeared under Col. Mengistu’s 
17-year-ruile, during which he 
tried to impose Marxism on the 
peasant economy of one of the 
world’s oldest but poorest coun- 
tries. 


TUNIS (AP) — The health of 
89-year-old former Tunisian Pres- 
ident Habib Bourguiba has “con- 
siderably deteriorated,” a Tuni- 
sian newspaper reported Friday. 

The daily A1 Wahda reported 
that doctors treating Mr. Bour- 
guiba have been administering 
“intensive” treatment following 
the decline in bis health. 

The newspaper quoted his un- 
named doctors as saying Mr. 
Bourguiba experienced a few 
“hours of lucidity” each day, but 
provided no other details of his 
condition. 

Mr. Bourguiba, known for 
more than three decades as Tuni- 
sia's all-powerful, omniscient 
“supreme combatant,” has been 
increasingly crippled and dimi- 
nished by arteriosclerosis and 
Parkinson’s disease in recent 
years. He also has suffered de- 
teriorating vision. 


ABUJA, Nigeria (Fl) — Gatwecta 
.Ruom Jopk&. Jike. a. confident 
businessman as he dials amiably 
with fellow Sudanese in this con- 
ference centre in Nigeria's new 
capital. 

Appearances can be deceiving 
and Captain Ruom wears his 
camouflage weD. 

He is a tough guerrilla fighter 
who, like some others in the 
foyer, had temporarily swapped 
fatigues and rifle for suit and 
briefcase to talk peace. 

But it is a peace that may prove 
elusive, given hardline and some- 
times diametrically opposed 
stances. 

“I am here to tell the govern- 
ment what they are not reading 
— fighting is not a solution. We 
only fight out of desperation,” 
said Capt. Ruom, a member of 
the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA). 

Nearby, comrade-in-arms Tim 
Gbol smiles at a Sudanese gov- 
ernment official with a flowing 
Arab robe and turban. 

“We shake hands and smile 
here. We fight down there," said 
r Mr. Choi, adding another twist to 
an already bizarre scene at the 
peace talks. 

"Down there” is southern 
Sudan, a desen region where 
people like Capt. Ruom and Mr. 
Cho! fear the spread of militant 
Islam. 

The SPLA has fought since 
1983 for autonomy for the south 
from an Islamio-dominated gov- 
ernment in Khartoum. 

The SPLA’s two factions, Torit 
and Nasir, appear to be pushing 
in Abuja for setf-determination 
and separation. 

This is anathema to a govern- 
ment offering the south auton- 


omy in a federation, where noo- 
. .Muslim., areas .would, hfe, exempt 
from Sharia' (Islamic law). 

Despite bitterness engendered 
by nine years of war, all sides at 
the talks find time for pleasantry 
— and informal get-togethers in 
hotel rooms. 

After Tuesday’s opening ses- 
sion, heavy with acrimony, peo- 
ple on Sudan’s government de- 
legation shook bands with SPLA 
members. 

“We have no problem meeting.. 
We talk privately, so there is no 
problem,” Ali AJ Haj Moham- 
mad, a senior member of the 
government delegation, told Ren- 
ters. 

Peace has been a commonly 
used word since the talks started 
on Tuesday and slowed until late 
on Thursday because of procedu- 
ral disputes. 

“We are here to talk peace and 


? 3jlitics, not war,” said Ahmad A1 
iiarri Salih. Sudan’s ambassador 


Tijarri Salih, Sudan’s ambassador 
to Lagos, when asked about re- 
ports that the strategic southern 
town of Torit had fallen to gov- 
ernment troops. 

Later reports said a fierce bat- 
tle was being fought for Torit, 
headquarters of John Garang’s 
mainstream faction of the SPLA, 
which has been at odds with the 
Nasir group since they split last 
August 

Capt. Ruom, who like others 
of his calling says he is based 
“somewhere in southern Sudan,” 
said the two groups had not con- 
ducted joint exercises since the 
split 

“Garang is too dictatorial,” 
said Mr. Choi, an active service 
member of the rival Nasir 
group.” If he accepts consultation 
we may rejoin him." 
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Libyan scholars attack U.N. over Kb)- 


NICOSIA (R) — Libyan religious scholars, protesting at aiXN. 
air embargo, accused the world body of violating the Maftn faith 
by forcing pilgrims to seek permission to fly to the Haj, the. 
Libyan news agency reported. “Taking pennkskn fr^m -a 
committee in New York affiliated to the (U.N.) Security Council; 
which is headed by an atheist, makes performing this duty 
( pilgrimage) null and prohibited,” it quoted die scholars as saying 
on Thursday. “It is a violation of the Islamic faith and a-fbgraut 
encroachment on a holy right..-.,” the scholars said. Libya b under 
a six-week-old U.N. air and arms ban for its refusal to hand oyer 
two suspects in the mid-air bombing of an American airfinefover 
Lockerbie, Scotland, . in 1988. A special cxmnmttee has. been 
formed since the ban was enforced by the Security Council era 
April 15 to discuss humanitarian cases. Thousands ofLibyans 
perform the Haj every year. 


Sudan sentences ex-officer -to death 


KHARTOUM, (AP) — A military court has sentenced a former 
army intelligence officer to death for espionage after a secret trial, 
the official Sudan News Agency SUN A said Friday. It said three 
co-defendants were given jail terms ranging between three and 
seven years. The agency identified the officer facing the gallows as 
retired Colonel Nasr Hassan B. Nasr, a son of former Defence 
Minister General Hassan Bashir Nasr. It said be was convicted of 
spying and “passing classified documents” to a hostile state which 
it did not identity! The trial was dosed under the national security . 
law, the agency said. . It said Col. Nasr and the three -co- 
defendants, including his brother Zalri, were arrested early last 
year . Authorities said they belonged to an anti-government 
grotip calling itself Ana Al Sudan, (I am the Sudan). They said the 
group was founded by former chief of staff Fafhi A mad AG, an 
opposition leader living abroad. Col. Nasr’s brother was sent- 
enced to five years imprisonment. The agency said the convicted 
men- had pne week to appeal the sentences, passed on Thursday, 
to Chief Justice Jala! Ali Lutfi. 


Cyprus airport to close at night 


NICOSIA (R) — The main airport on Cyprus will dose for four 
nights next for runway repairs, the island’s director of dvQ 
aviation said on Friday. Micfaalis HerodotoUfSaid Laraaca airport 
would dose from 9 p.m. to 9 a.m. from June 1 to 4, affecting a 
total of 30 flights. “Arrangements have been made with the 
airlines which wiO either change their schedules or reroute their 
flights to Paphos airport (on the west of the island),” lie told. 
Cyprus Radio. 

Iraqi refineries restored to 84% of capacity 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's oil refineries,' badly damaged in the 
Gulf war last year, can now process 580,000 barrels a day (bpd) or 
84 per cent of pre-war capacity. Oil Minister Usama Al Hm said 
in an interview. The minister, speaking to this week's edition of 
the weekly magaziner AJef-Ba, implied that the refineries were 
already producing at this rate. Oil industry analysts have said 
Iraqi output is about 400,000 bpd. “Refining rapacity has been 
restored to 580,000 bpd. Daring the war it was niL This means it’s 
functioning at 84 per cent of its pre-aggression capacity,” Hhj 
said. Iraqi oil officials said in February the country had restored 
75 per cent of its pre-war refining capacity. Iraq says it ran export 
about one milli on bpd of crude as soon as it readies agreement 
with the United Nations on the conditions for limited oil sales. 
Iraq has previously rejected the U.N. conditions, saying they 
violate Iraqi sovereignty. . ; . _ 

Rebel Kurds kill 8Turkishtroops 


ANGARA, (R) — Kurdish rebels killed eigfat Turkish soldiers 
.and wounded. IQ others in . a raid .op a- remote post near .die 
Armenian border on Thursday, the Anatolian news agency said. 
The raid came two days after 14 paramilitary gendarmes were 
lolled in a similar attack by the outlawed Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) on the Uzumlu post in southeastern Hakkari province. 
Some 200 PKK guerrillas fired rockets at the army post in Islam 
village in the eastern province of Kars, the agency said. Turkish 
helicopter gun ships and armoured cars were, backing hoops 
fighting the rebels in the rugged area since 6.30 a.m. (0330 GMT), 
An toli an said. After Tuesday's raid, Turkish planes staged 
retaliatory attacks on PKK bases in northern Iraq. There has been 
no official confirmation yet that the raids have ended. Officials 
*>ve said 21 rebels had been killed. Iraqi Kurish leaders said the 
cross-border raids had killed four civilians. A Turkish official said 
planes and helicopter gunships struck the PKK’s Durji camp in 
northern Iraq, eight kilometres south of the border. Turks say air 
units in the southeast have standing orders to strike pinpointed 
PKK camps in northern Iraq but deny that they knowingly hit Iraq , 
Kurdish civilians. 


Bomb hurled at Cairo nightclub 


CAIRO (AP) — An unknown person threw a small homemade 
bomb at the entrance of a Cairo nightclub Friday, canring little 
damage but no casualties, a police official said. He said authorities 
believe the perpetrator, who escaped, was a Muslim extremist. 
Nightclubs, video dubs and liquor stores are among the-favourite 
targets of Muslim extremists over the years. The official, -who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, said- Friday’s attack shattered the 
glass front of Al Mawed nightclub, located next to a hotel on the 
! Pyramids Avenue. The thoroughfare, which is several kilometres 
long, leads from the dty to the Giza Pyramids and is dotted with 
nightclubs and restaurants. The official said the attack occurred at 
10 JO a.m. (0730GMT) when traffic is light on Friday, and only a 
few workers were inside the nightclub. He could not say whether 
the assailant rode a motorcycle or a car. Spokesmen for the Interior 
Ministry, which oversees internal security, were not available for 
comment because of the weekly holiday. 
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FESTIVAL STRESSES KINGDOM’S ENDEAVOURS 

— His Majesty King Hussein Thursday evening attended a festival 
organised at tbe Al Hussein Youth .City by the Ministry of Cuttm-e 
as part of Jordan’s celebrations of Independence Day. The Kfau, 
accompanied by Prime Mmister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Chief of 
the Royal Court Kbaled Al Karald and otber d^nitaries, watched 
pofonmmces by fo&Joric troupes firom Jordan and Palestfaie and 
Bstened to an address by Mincer of Cnitnre Mabmond Al &unra 
who underlined tbe cohesion between tbe Palestinian and Jorda- 
nian people and tbe Kingdom's endeav o ur s over the years to 
protect tbe holy shrines in the dty of Jerosaknu 
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PRINCESS OPENS SCHOOL — As part of tbe Kingdom’s 
ongoing celebrations for Independence Day, Her Royal Harness 
Princess Rasma opened Thursday in Aqaba city tbe Rosary 
Secondary School and an eadtfbMon at tbe achooPs Sewing Centre. 
On tbe occanon, a celebration which jnrinded s p e e ch e s and 
national songs and dances was held at tbe school. Earlier, Princess 
Rasma attended the graduation ceremony of tbe first batch of 
(pradnates fame the Aqaba Social Services Centre- of the 'Queen Alfa 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund (QAF). At the ceremony, national 
dmw* and stags weref performed by the chfldreh’s chib tit the 
centre. At the aid of th& ceremony, Princess 'Basma dfistribnled 
diplomas to the 100 female gradnvtes. 



PRINCESS INAUGURATES DISPLAY — A total of 23 
Jordanian firms are jointly bolding a display of Jordanian 
handicrafts, gifts, leather products, scents, food mad sweets at the 
Amman Plaza Hotel to mark the Eid Al Adha feast 10 days from 
now. The five-day display was Thursday, inaugurated by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein. 


Journalist ends hunger strike 


AMMAN (AP) — The editor of a 
weekly newspaper who com- 
plained of censorship has ended a 
hunger strike after tbe govern- 
ment dropped charges against 
him, an official said Thursday. 

The charges against Jamal AJa- 
wi were dropped after he wrote a 
letter to the minister of informa- 
tion apologising for lan g u age be 
used to describe some Ajab lead- 
ers, said Isa Jahmani, director of 
thu ministry’s Press and Publica- 
tions Department. 

One issue of the newspaper, Al 
Watan, described Palestine 
Libertion Organisation leader 
Yasser Arafat as “a crook,” Mr. 
Jahmani said earlier. 

Mr. Alawi had began his hun- 
ger strike Tuesday, accusing the 
government of “suppressing dar- 
ing views and fighting the free- 
dom of press, expression and 
opinion.” 


Tbe strike came after the gov- 
ernment stopped or delayed eight 
issues of the newspaper. There is 
no official censorship on Jorda- 
nian newspapers, but Al Watan is 
printed in Beirut and therefore 
liable to censorship as an im- 
ported foreign newspaper. 

Mr. Jahmani said Mr. Alawi 
does not have a licence to publish 
a weekly newspaper in Jordan 
and faded to produce documents 
allowing him to print his news- 
paper outside Jordan. 

“Alawi also violated Article 38 
of the Press and Publication Law, 
which prohibits the publication of 
articles and information tbit dis- 
parage heads of friendly states,” 
Mr. Jahmani said. 

But be said tbe charges against 
Mr. Alawi were dropped after he 
wrote the letter of apology. Mr. 
Alawi says his 3-month-old news- 
paper has a tirculatiofl of 15,000. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

i? MMfiMi of p«nfag» by five Malayans artists at tbe 
National GaMcry of Fine Arts, Jabal Lawe&deh. 
it Ktin i ath a rf phtiiipi hy AK TAh mABafe* Narfri at Ahdri 
Hameed Shuman Foundation Gallery — (10 a.m. - 5 pjo.). 
it Ffhadtiffla nf pnhttfaip a Ky Iraqi artkt Abdul JahharSabwan at 
Afia Art Gafiery. 

☆ Exhfirition of platings by tbe Nazareth School students at the 
French Cutfani Centre . 


☆ Lecture, to Arabic, en t itl ed “Lebanese Woman Between 
Image sod Reafity” at tbe Sdemffic Cnttml Centre of Abdul 
Hameed Shaman Foundation — 6:30 pja. 



OMANI MINISTER MEETS WITH KING — 

Omani Minister of Justice, Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Sheikh Hmnod Ben Abdullah Al Haritbi 
left Amman. Friday for home at the rad of a 
three-day visit to Jordan dmin g which he con- 
veyed a message to fis Majesty King Hussein 
from S ahan Qaboos of Oman. The envoy also bdd 
talks with tiie Jordanian government on mat te rs 


related to cooperation between Oman and tbe 
Kingdom in judicial and reftgfcms affairs. The 
envoy discussed with the King tbe outcome of his 
talks here with the Jordanian officials and ways to 
further bolstering bilateral ties. Earfier, the Oma- 
ni minister visited Islamic sites in the Northern 
Jordan Valley region, accompanied by Jordanian 
officials. 


Jordanian-French medical conference 
discusses aspects of the health sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day 
Jordanian-French medical con- 
ference wag held here Thursday 
under tbe theme “The Economic 
and Organisational Dimensions 
of tbe Health Sector.” 

The conference, which was 
held here for tbe second year in a 
row, discussed various issues, in- 
cluding tbe role of hospitals in 
providing health care, the role of 
the private sector in preparation 
of health system, shining costs, 
methods of collecting health in- 
formation and their sources and 
the experience of private sectors 
in both Jordan and France. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ben Zeid, who is also the 
honourary president of the 
Jordanian-French Medical Asso- 
ciation, praised the Jordanian- 
French relations in tbe medical 
field and stressed the two coun- 
tries’ interest in further promot- 
ing these relations. Prince Raad 
wished tbe conference success in 
meeting its objectives and praised 
the level of representation at the 
conference. ** . « 

Also addressing Jb^-conferenc^ 
was the Mudstiy of. Health, 
Seoetary-Gei^rai Adnan Abbas, 1 
who stood tn-fbr 1be > he5hh minis- - 1 
ter. Dr. Abbas, who read out the 
minister’s speech, said the discus- 
sion of organisational and econo- 
mic rfimenskms of tbe health sec- 


tor comes at a time when the 
demand for such services has 
increased and the cost has been 
and is still rising. He pointed out 
that improving the quality of 
health services implies reactivat- 
ing the organisation of these ser- 
vices and finding the necessary 
funding to cover the costs incur- 
red, as a result of improving and 
expanding health services. 

The minister voiced his minis- 
try’s appreciation of the efforts 
made by the Jordanian-French 
Medical Association to bolster 
ties and cooperation between the 
health sector in Jordan and its 
French counterpart. 

Hie French ambassador, who 
also addressed tbe meeting, said 
that while participants m the Mid- 
dle East peace process are discus- 
sing human rights issues, this 
conference stresses the medical 
rights of people in this region. 

He noted the great cooperation 
between the Arabs and France in 
tbe medical field, saying that such 
cooperation is further being en- 
hanced 

rf. t. f. •= 

„ ^Jlejilsa pointed out. that new 
projects arc in tbe pipeline. Presi- 
dent of the Faris-based ’Frepch- 
'Jbrdamah society -^sitid that tbe 
organisation of the health sector 
is one of tbe vital and important 
issues that requires political and 
social choices. 


Tbe conference concluded Fri- 
day evening with Prince Raad 
malting the doting speech. He 
said the conference contributed 
to enriching tbe Jordanian experi- 
ence through exchange of in- 
formation on medical economy, 
admin istration of hospitals and 
health insurance schemes. Prince 
Raad stressed the importance of 
sharing experience in the medical 
field through dialogue and fre- 
quent meetings. 

Health Minister Aref Bataincb 
called for utilising the French 
experience in tbe medical and 
health insurance fields. 

At tbe monring session the 
head of a French hospital briefed 
participants on management of 
hospitals in France and outlined 
the problems encountered in such 
hospitals upon using modern 
technology. 

At the morning session, the 
bead of a French hospital briefed 
participants on management of 
hospitals in France and outlined 
the problems encountered in such 
hospitals upon using modern 
technology. He also spoke about 
a- new experience applied in 
France. He said that his copntry 
has ~made use of "bouse "hospit- 
als” which he said were treating 
1,000,000 patients at home in 
order to ease pressure on hospit- 
als. 


Yugoslav embassy to close; Jordanian forces 
steadfast in U.N. peace-keeping mission 


By Mona Ghnnehn 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Yugoslav embas- 
sy personnel are currently in 
the midst of packing their 
things and heading for home as 
the closure of their embassy 
draws near. 

Two months ago, Yugoslav, 
embassy officials informed the 
Foreign Ministry that the 
embassy was dosing al the end 
of May for “financial reasons,” 
said Ambassador Kasim Gbaz- 
zawi, head of the political 
affairs desk at the Foreign 
Ministry. However, the minis , 
try is not completely convinced 
that financial problems are the 
root of tbe embassy’s closure. 

Tbe Yugoslavs are “opening 
an embassy in Israel, Mr. 
Ghazzawi told the Jordan 
Times, but had no further com- 
ment on the subject 

Yugoslav embassy officials, 
daimuig to be too preoccupied 
with packing, were unable to 
provide any information what- 
soever to the Jordan Times 
besides Charge d’ Affaires: 
Zoran Vejnovic’s brief state- 


ment: “We are in the process 
of packing our thing* and all 
die information is at the Fore- 
ign Ministry.” 

In their haste to meet then- 
deadline, embassy officials 
were not able to offer details 
on compensation for Jordanian 
personnel, although a United 
Nations official did say that the 
embassy was indeed concerned 
for their welfare. 

No agreement has been 
readied yet on how Yugoslav 
affairs in Jordan would be 
bandied. Yugoslav officials 
suggested that their embassy in 
Syria handle Joidanian-Yogos- 
lav relations, said Mr. Ghazza- 
wi,. but the Foreign Ministry 
.did not agree to this. Thus, for 
’the time being, a Jordanian 
wishing to obtain a visa for 
Yugoslavia, for example, may 
have to travel outside of the 
country to apply. 

Jordanian Ambassador to 
Yugoslavia Ham Tabbarah in Am- 
man Tuesday after being tempor- 
arily recalled tor consultations 
here on current issues in Jorda- 
ni an- Yugoslav affairs. “His- 
presence will be useful for eva- 


luating tbe present situation,” 
said Mr. Ghazzawi, referring 
to the Serbian and Croatian 
conflict. Details concerning the 
ambassador’s visit and future 
plans for the Jordanian embas- 
sy in Yugoslavia were not yet 
available. 

Jordan recently sent a 900- 
man battalion task force to join 
the United Nation Protection 
Force (UNPROFOR) in 
Yugoslavia. UNPROFOR. the 
mission specifically created for 
Yugoslavia, will have 14,000 
soldiers drawn from various 
countries. 

The Jordanian force is work- 
ing to maintain peace by con- 
tributing in tbe monitoring and 
reporting of violations of Un- 
ited Nations peace-keeping 
regulations by Serbians or 
Croatians, said Major Harold 
E. Raugfa, Jr. of tbe United 
Nations Truce Supervision 
Organisation (UNTSO) office 
in Amman. 

Jordanian troops are acting 
as a peace-keeping mission 
rather than an observer mis- 
sion, Major Raogb told the 
Jordan Times. 


British pianist perforins at Jerash 


By Jean-Clande Elms 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — If you think the 
only way one can enjoy a live 
classical piano performance is 

S I r sitting in the soft velvet of a' 
assy theatre chair, John 
Briggs will prove you wrong. 
In fact, tiie unique settings he 
chooses for some of his con- 
certs, like Petra, the top of tiie 
-Colorado River, the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona or Jerash, 
will astound you and add one 
extra dimension to tiie beauty 
of his music. 

Mr. Briggs played Thursday 
May 28, in Jerash, at 8:00 p.m. 

TTie event was held under 
tiie patronge of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein and 
organised by the National 
Music Conservatory of the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation' 
in cooperation with tiie Am- 
man Marriott Hold. Proceeds 
,wfll go to the fund for talented 
music students. 


The idea of playing in on- 
ordmaiy venues first came to 
John Briggs in Jordan, when 
he performed in the 
amphitheatre of Petra back in 
■19 89. He has since, been look- 
ing for exotic locations to take 
his piano, just like others take 
their guitar or flute. Not exact- 
ly, however, since it took a 
helicopter and a highly drilled 
pilot to lift tiie Steinway G rand 
and gently deposit it at the top 
of tbe Grand Canyon, in 
September 1990 for another 
unique performance. For the 
Jhrash concert, a, brand new 
Steinway Grand has been - 
flown in from England just for 
the occasion, another indica- 
tion of Mr. Brigg’s love for 
perfection. 

Showmanship, humour, wit 
and the ‘knack* for audi ence 
contact are far from being Mr. 
Briggs only qualities. He is 
above all a great musician 
whose true love and enthu- 
siasm for music in general and 


tbe piano in particular are 
second to none. He is a world- 
wide known virtuoso with 
countless television appear- 
ances and popular recordings. 

John Briggs explained to tiie 
Jordan Times that he believes 
a concert programme should 
give the audience maximum 
listening pleasure by present- 
ing a music they already know 
or like to listen to. A concert 
should not introduce difficult 
music aimed at ‘educating 1 an 
audience, and which often 
pleases only musicians. 

The programme selected by 
Mr. Briggs for Jerash included 
Beethoven's famous Moon- 
light Sonata, Chopin's Ballade 
Op. 38 No. 2, Rachmaninov’s 
Prelude in G minor and other 
popular pieces. 

Music lovers from Jordan 
and abroad attended Thurs- 
day’s concert. British pianist 
John Briggs in Jerash — an 
exceptional musician in an ex-, 
ceptionai venue. 
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Premier inspects Karak 
socio- economic projects 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Thursday lays the 
foundation stone for a new government hospital in Karak (Petra 
photo) 


KARAK (Petra) — As part of 
the Kingdom's celebrations of In- 
dependence Day, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker toured a 
number .of regions in the Karak 
Govemorate Thursday when he 
inaugurated several projects and 
was briefed on socio-economic 
schemes for the Karak govemo- 
rate in southern Jordan. 

The prime minister first inau- 
gurated a supply complex for 
Karak area, set up on a 15-dunum 
plot of land, with a capacity of 
storing 24,000 tonnes of grain and 
other food supplies. The prime 
minister listened to a briefing on 
the project from Minister of 

Supply Mohammad Saqqaf who 
said that the ministry plans to 
boost the capacity of its silos and 
supply warehouses in tbe north- 
ern regions and set up supply 
complexes in the regions of Zar- 
qa, M&daba and Ajloun to ensure 
strategic supplies for Jordan. He 
said that the second phase of the 
supply complex project in Karak 
will have refrigerated warehouses 
and two warehouses for grain 
with a 150,000 tonne capacity. 

The prime minister later laid 
the foundation stone for the new 
government hospital in Karak 
and unveiled a commemorate 
plaque at the construction site. 

He was briefed by engineers on 
tbe construction of the infrastruc- 


ture which is scheduled to be 
completed by August this year at 
the cost of JD 940,000. 

Dr. Abdulla Edmour, Karak 
mayor, said that Karak was badly 
in need of the hospital which will 
be built at the cost of JD 12 
million, financed mostly by the 
Italian government. According to 
local officials, the 200-bed hospit- 
al will take 48 months to com- 
plete once the infrastructure has 
been laid. 

The prime minister also 
opened a rehabilitation centre for 
the handicapped and was briefed 
on the centre’s services to be 


offered to persons aged 12 to 45. 

Sharif Zeid opened a secon- 
dary school for girls built at the 
cost of JD 600,000 and an exhibi- 
tion of educational aids at the 
school. He later inaugurated a 
vocational training centre built on 
13 dunums of land and costing JD 
450,000, at Ghor Safi, a town 
near Karak. 

The prime minister also in- 
spected work on the Zara-Al 
Mu jib Highway and was briefed 
on the progress of work on the 
road which links the Southern 
Jordan Valley region with the 
northern Parts of the Kingdom. 


Information minister addresses closing 
session on communication technology 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif Fri- 
day called for die establishment 
of regional broadcasting services 
within the country and stressed 
tire importance of defining the 
relation between the authority 
and the information media. 

He further called on the media 
to go out of the city’s shell to 
address common issues of interest 
to aO categories of people in 
villages, desert and countryside. 
Addressing the doting session of 
a three-day symposium on the 
impact of new communication 
technologies on broadcasting 
news, Mr. Sharif said information 
is for all and therefore, every- 
body has to have his or her share 
of the ~; nfcws ; and ^ programmes 
broadcast bid the radio. 

Tbe minister called for prompt- 
ing open information rather than 
dosed information, saying that 


the open information system 
allows for the free transmission of 
news without restrictions, while 
the dosed one is a marginal one- 
sided kind of information since 
the viewer or listener of a news 
bulletin knows the news before 
seeing it. Unless the Arab World 
breaks this pattern of information 
at a time when it is on the 
threshold of the 21st century, it 
will not be able to catch up with 
advanced information, Mr. Sharif 
said. 

He suggested that the term 
“information” be exchanged by 
the word “communication,” be- 
cause information means provid- 
ing people with something 
“newsy.” while the term com- 
munication has a broader mean- 
ing tince it involves information, ‘ 
exchange of views and freedom of 
"expression. Mr. Sharif noteefthat 
there was great unbalance in the 


flow of news between the coun- 
tries of the South and the coun- 
tries of the North. However, he 
said, there is no ready formula for 
addressing or correcting that im- 
balance and we have to work 
hard to find such a formula by 
starting at home. He called on the 
Arab media to promote know- 
ledge about the Arab World and 
the information systems in the 
various Arab countries. 

A number of participants out- 
fined the importance of applying 
new technologies, training of 
technical cadres and forging clos- 
er cooperation in tiie area of 
information in the Arab World. 

_ f 

Tfiey also called for concentrat- 
pn the content of news and 
(mation, rather than the for- 
mat or protocol, if the credibility 
is to be observed. 



Japan donates equipment to Salt Municipality 


SALT (J.T.) — Japan as presented 
Salt Municipality with a gift of 
landscaping equipment including 
a pick-op car, an air compressor 
system, a personal computer and 
other equipment worth about JD 
33,000. 

Japan’s Ambassador to Jordan 
Tadayuki Nonoyama presented 
tbe equipment to Salt Mayor 
Abdul Razzak Ensour at a cere- 
mony held at tbe Municipality 
Library Hall. 


Welcoming the ambassador 
and thanking him for tbe gift. Dr. 
Ensour voiced the Jordanian gov- 
ernment’s deep appreciation of 
Japan’s constant support and 
assistance to the Kingdom. 

The ambassador voiced his 
government’s support for the 
country’s development, express- 
ing readiness to contribute more 
towards Jordan's socio-economic 
progress. 

The equipment will be used for 


enhancing the city’s capabilities 
in its landscape construction, 
planning and management, which 
is currently conducted with the 
cooperation of Shigeru Kasat, a 
member of Japan Overseas 
Cooperation Volunteers working 
in Jordan. 

Japan has so far donated about 
S12 million (JD 8 million) worth 
of various equipment to Jordan 
through its totiinical cooperation 
programme. 


EXCELLENT 
JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A multiproduct trading company which is part of 
a diversified group in Jordan requires to 
appoint:- 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY (S) 

with the following qualifications:- 

☆ Fluent in both Arabic and English, reading, 
writing and spoken. 

☆ Typing, both in Arabic and English. 

☆ Well acquainted in all other secretarial duties, 
especially shorthand, filing, and ability to use 
PC. 

☆ Strong leadership and dynamic personality. 

☆ Minimum experience of 3 years. 

☆ Attractive salary offered for highly qualified 
applicants. 

Only qualified and interested applicants kindly 
requested to send their C.V. with a recent photo 
to: 

Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 860 
Amman - Jordan 




Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MAY ^ lin ^ 


h 


Jordan Times 

Aa independent Arab political d*ly puWbhedm EogUh Ote Pie* FoundMioii. 

EnaMbbed 1973 _ 

iifcYl 4—— yi ^ j ■ ilT..« 7j.it;— 7— j» >*f^ jU»“ 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

77ie Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Votes in shifting patterns: 
Mood appears unsettled 


THERE ARE conflicting si gnals as to where the Jordanian 
electorate is beading. About 10 days ago, so-called “refor- 
mists” soundly defeated Islamists In the hotly contested 
municipal election in the dty of Irbid. A few days later, this 
manifestation of electoral trend was also reflected in the 
West Bank when PLO-backed nationalists in the city of 
Nablus won a landslide victory over Hamas supporters and 
representatives. For a while, there were solid reasons to 
believe that Jordanians and Palestinians were turning away 
from ideology, especially the right, and heading straight into 
traditional moderation and the middle of the road politics. 
The student elections at the University of Jordan last 
Saturday, however, shattered this projection and seemed to 
reverse this expectation when the Islamist factions won a 
landslide victory for control of the 80-member student 
council. Hardly a day or two later the “reformists” came 
back and made a big gain when they captured control of the 
77-member administration committee of the Association of 
Workers in Land Transport and Mechanics (AWLTM). 

Given the fact that AWLTM is the largest labour union in 
the country, with a membership of over 100,000 workers, 
the results of the vote for its committee may be more 
representative of the mood of the country than, for example, 
the students 1 elections at the University of Jordan. This is 
not to mention the fact that students are generally more 
MmIMi'p and academic in choosing their postures on 
national issues and their vote may not necessarily reflect the 
time political sentiment in the Kingdom. On the other hand, 
the youth of the Kingdom constitute more than half of the 
total population and if the majority of them would cast then- 
votes in the next national elections the results would be in 
favour of the Islamists. ‘Still these conflicting dgnak from 
the people indicate that the mood of the country is still too 
volatile for the time being and can shift to different 
directions depending on external and domestic factors. At 
best, these results confirm the emerging consensus that the 
middle aged and older Palestinian and Jordanian peoples 
are currently opting for moderation and are generally 
supportive of the peace process as long as it continues to 
bring hope and confidence that at the end oT the tunnel there 
will be a just and permanent settlement of the various 
dimensi ons of the Arab- Israeli conflicts. Observers of the 
Jordanian political scene need therefore to stay dose to the* 
pulse of the various constituencies to see bow Jordanians are 
reacting to the domestic and regional bsoes. Yarmouk 
University was right in conducting national poDs to gauge 
public opinion. Similar polls need to be taken every now and 
then to keep in dose touch with the pulse of the electorate. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IT TS STRANGE indeed to watch Israel committing all sorts of 
terrorist activities in Lebanon, killing innocent civilians and 
destroying homes without being questioned for its actions by the 
world community, said A1 JRa’i Arabic daily. It is appalling to see 
these crimes committed against the civilian population without 
the U.N. Security Council stepping in to stop such barbarous 
onslaught, said the paper. Statements by the U.N. secretary- 
general calling for self-restraint is tantamount to equating the 
aggressor with the victim and by condoning the crimes the U.N. 
proves its total failure to deal with world issues, the daily said. 
The time has come now for the co-sponsors of the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations to stop Israel's crimes, safeguard the peace 
process and stop any escalation that might lead to an alkrat war in 
the region, the paper said. It said that any failure on the part of 
Washington and Moscow to take active and meaningful measures 
in this concern is bound to be interpreted as a collusion with the 
aggressors. However, the Arab countries for their part shoulder a 
very serious responsibility towards confronting Israel and its 
aggression through collective stand and meaningful action, the 
paper noted. Jordan, Has already warned of the consequences of 
any failure by tbe Arabs to shoulder their duty and has 
condemned Israel’s continued atrocities in Lebanon, the paper 
said. But it noted that condemnation was not enough and Jordan 
would not shirk any responsibility towards supporting its brothers 
in time of need provided a concerted Arab stand is taken. It said 
that the time has come for real- solidarity among tbe Arabs who 
should defend themselves and their future generations. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily said that by applying economic 
sanctions on Iraq and other countries, the U.S, has achieved 
economic success but it also achieved total political failure. The 
U.S. has succeeded in increasing the child mortality rate in Iraq 
and caused a great deal of sufferings for the civilian population of 
Iraq by forJng its allies to help it maintain the blockade on the 
country, said Fahd Al Fanek. The U.S.- is maintaining the 
embargo for reasons that have nothing to do with Iraq's brief 
occupation of Kuwait, since the U.S. hates the Arab people of 
Iraq. He said by this blockade, Washington hopes that the Iraqis 
will revolt and overthrow the leadership in Baghdad and bring 
stooges to take orders from the Western nations. But, he noted, 
the continued embargo has backfired in that it strengthened the 
Iraqi leadership's position, united the Iraqis in the face of the 
common danger and exposed the weakness of the so-called Iraqi 
opposition groups. Had the Americans left the Iraqis alone, a real 
opposition in Iraq could have emerged bringing about the aspired 
change, he added. But through continued terrorist actions against 
the civilian population of Iraq nothing can be achieved and the 
so-called opposition groups would continue to appear as serving 
as agents for America, Israel and Iran,the writer argued. He said 
that the U.S. has the right to hate the government of Iraq, but by 
no standard or law can it impose its economic terrorism on other 
nations, creating a climate for counter terrorism and a new cycle 
of violence. 


The beauty of the Arabs 


Unless we begin to consider the beauty of tbe Arab World and 
proclaim it as Arabs , tbe world will never hear the message 


By Paul L. Heck 


In my attempts to understand the 
contemporary situation in the 
Arab World, I have read various 
articles, listened to lectures and 
commentaries on the television 
and radio, and above all have 
spent a good deal of time talking 
with Arabs themselves. 

I cannot say I have reached any 
profound conclusions, but there 
is one thing that has caused me a 
great deal of wonder. When I 
hear Arabs talk about their socie- 
ty, the analyses they articulate 
seem all extremely negative. At 
times I feel I am hearing a con- 
stant stream of complaints about 
The economic or political situa- 
tion in the Arab World, about 
some aspect of the socio-cultural 
milieu here, even about tbe Arab 
identity itself. 

I am a Jesuit, a member of a 
religious order of the Roman 
Catholic Church. I am also an 
American citizen. I have been 
engaged in various projects at the 
Jesuit Centre in Amman for 
almost four months now. My time 
in the Arab World has helped me 
grow considerably; I have found 
much beauty in the Arab World, 
and so I find these negative analy- 
ses and endless oomplaints ail a 
bit stritoge. But what I find even 
more strange is this tendency 
among various circles in the Arab 
World to take on a Western 
outlook when analysing this or 
that area of the Arab society and. 


as a consequence, wanting to see 
a Western approach and Western 
solutions brought to bear upon 
these areas. 

How odd, I have often thought 
-to myself. When we in the United 
States try to understand our soci- 
ety and look for ways to improve 
it, we do not first say to 
ourselves; "OK, before looking 
m this situation, we must take on 
the outlook of the Arabs or the 
Chinese or the Italians or the. 
Brazilians, so that we might take 
the approach that they might 
take.” That would be absurd. 

No matter how sensibly one 
nation might approach their cul- 
ture and its problems, if another 
nation were to take the same 
approach, they would simply no 
longer be themselves, but would 
become something they are not. 

If an American were to 
approach his own culture as an 
Arab would approach the Arab 
culture, that American would no 
longer be an American, but an 
Arab, and his attempts to live as 
an Arab in the American society 
would result in an extreme sense 
of alienation, and not only aliena- 
tion from the American socu.-ty in 
which he lives, but. much more 
tragically, alienation from him- 
self, from his own identity, from 
his own sense of who he is. 

So, when I hear the negative 
outlook, the complaints, and 
when I see a tendency to adopt a 


Western approach and Western 
solutions to the problems in the 
Arab World, I ask myself: "What 
do these Arabs want? Do they 
want to be Westerners? Does this 
desire to imitate the West mean that the 
Arabs no longer want to be 
Arabs, no longer want their soci- 
ety to be an Arab one?" 

I hear various circles conclude 
in- terminology of an extremely 
Western bent that “the Arab 
World ... lacks intellectual and 
ideological direction which could 
prepare it for the next century" 
or that “an ‘intellectual betrayal' 
was ... responsible for the failure 
of the Arab governments and 
political organisations to intro- 
duce democratic values to the 
Arab society in the post-colonial 
era." 

When I hear such statements, I 
wonder nbt- about their short- 
sightendness, not about their 
apparent oversight of some basics 
of the reality of the -Arab World, 
but about the resistance that they 
seem to exhibit, a resistance to 
look at the Arab World as an 
Arab and not as someone from 
the West.- 

At the Jesuit Centre, I am 
involved in a programme for 
teachers in some of the schools in 
Amman. A lady attending the 
programme mentioned to me 
how upset toe had become by a 
lecture given at her school by a 
professor from a prestigious uni- 
versity in America. This profes- 
sor had made the remark that 


students in America and people 
there, io general, were much 
more disposed to lake on various 
projects or activities and as a 
result were much more produc- 
tive, at least individually, while 
those in the Arab World had a 
much greater concern for the 
state of their social relations, 
were much more disposed to 
work at and improve those than 
they were to anything else. After 
the lecture, so the teacher re- 
ported, there was a feeling that it 
would be a very good thing to 
start encouraging students in the 
Arab World to be less concerned 
about social relations and more 
eager to take on projects that 
would make them more indust- 
rious and productive as indi- 
viduals. 

What this teacher found most 
upsetting, I believe, was not so 
much the reality of tbe lecturer's 
statement, but the attitude be 
took, the attitude she took, the 
attitude that all bearing this lec- 
ture may have taken, and that is 
chat the inclinations of the stu- 
dents in America are better, they 
are superior, more correct than 
those of the Arabs. 

I have degrees from some of 
the so-called best universities in 
the World, and I am still unable 
to understand how relations work 
between Arabs. I am even awed 
at the ease with which a .child 
here understands and enters into 
the whole realm of relations in 
the Arab society, relations which 


The Week in Print 


Israeli aggression against Lebanon, 
atrocities in occupied lands in focus 


THE LOCAL PRESS in the 
past week focused attention 
mostly on Israeli-Lebanese 
clashes in Southern Lebanon, 
ft also discussed tbe situation 
in the occupied territories. 

Under the title “War 
Atmosphere” Al Dus tour said 
in an editorial it was dear that 
Israeli’s onslaught in southern 
Lebanon and its open threats 
to Syria were paving the 
ground for a new Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Israel aims at more 
than stifling the Lebanese and 
Hizbollah resistance and hopes 
at striking at the Syrian milit- 
ary presence in Lebanon creat- 
ing an opportune climate for a 
new round of civil strife in 
Lebanon, the paper noted. 

Tackling the same topic Al 
Ra'i condemned Israel's con- 
tinued aggression calling on 
the Arab countries to unite 
their ranks in the face of the- 
common danger. The paper, 
said calls by the United Na- 
tions on tbe Arabs and Israelis 
to exercise self-restraint meant 
nothing and could not stop tbe 
Israeli aggression on the' 
Arabs. 

Sawt Al Sbaab said that the 
U.N. Security Council seems 
to have forgotten about world 
events and restricted its work 
to matters related to Libya and 
Iraq, ignoring Israeli attacks in 
Lebanon. The daily said that 
the Security Council, under the 
influence of the U.S., Britain 
and France, was igno Re- 
solution 425, which c for 
immediate Israeli with nl 
from southern Lebanon, and 
was keeping a blind eye to- 
wards Israel's actions. 

The paper said that the' 
Security Council concerns it- 
self only with matters that are 
beneficial to Western nations,, 
like imposing embargoes on 
Libya and Iraq, but totally 
ignoring Israel's aggression on 
the Arabs and its occupation of 
Palestinian land. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab said that if Israel in- 
vaded Lebanon and occupied 
the whole country, not a single 
Security Council resolution 
would be issued calling for its 
withdrawal. Salameh Ekour 
said that instead the U.S. and 
Britain would back the Israeli 
aggressive stand even if it 
would mean an open war with 
Syria and other Arab coun- 
tries. The writer said that it 
was really shameful that Leba- 
non, which is falling victim to 
Israel's aggression and the con- 
spiracies of the colonial powers 
at the Security Council, is not 


Reviewed - 

receiving a helping hand from 
Arab countries. 

Tareq Masarweh ridiculed a 
call by Washington to the 
Arabs and Israelis to exercise 
self-restraint. The Al Ra'i col- 
umnist said that self-restraint 
in this situation means support 
for Israel to maintain its 
occupation of southern Leba- 
non. Washington, under the 
pretext of keeping the peace 
process going, is asking the 
Arabs to accept occupation 
and support Israel’s aggression 
on Lebanon. 

The U.S. wants to see Israel 
attacking ail Arab countries 
with the Arabs people ap- 
plauding such criminal action, 
he said. 

Since the climate is ripe for 
war between Syria and Israel 
the spark could come at any 
moment, said Saleh Al Qallab 
in Al Dustour. The writer said 
Israel bad been escalating ten- 
sion through its continued 
aggression on Lebanon, be- 
nefiting from the fact that tbe 
Bush administration is afraid 
to take any action at the Secur- 
ity Council to stop it lest that 
would affect the U.S. presiden- 
tial elections. 

His collegue in Al Dustour 
Mohammad Kawasb said that 
the current aggression was in 
part to support the Likud gov- 
ernment in its drive to win the 
coming parliamentaiy elec- 
tions against Labour. The Sha- 
mir government is trying to 
expand Israel’s military influ- 
ence to give tbe voters a reason 
for electing his Likud bloc iu, 
said the writer. 

Ahmad Al Misleh said in Al 
Ra’i that the United States 
blesses Israel's aggression on 
the Arabs like it did when 
Israel raided Tunis and Bagh- 
dad and launched aggression 
on its four neighbours. The 
writer said that the time has 
come for the Arab countries to 
find the means to deal with this 
constant threat. 

Abdul Rahim Omar, col- 
umnist in AJ Ra'i, said that 
while tbe Syrian president was 
making a statement in Damas- 
cus expressing confidence in 
the U.S. peace efforts, Amer- 
ican' warplanes were active 
over southern Lebanon and 
Israel was issuing threats 
against Syria. The writer said 
that Israel was intent not only 
to maintain its constant aggres- 
sion on the Arabs to consoli- 
date its occupation of Arab 
territory but also to destroy 
any ties between Washington 
and Arab countries which 
were allied with the West in 
the war against the Iraqi lead- 
ership. 


by Elia Nasrallah ” 

Drawing attention' 'to' tbe 
atrocities committed by Israel 
in Gaza and other parts of tbe 
occupied Palestine, Al Dustour 
said that the Arabs were not 
seeing any move on the part of 
the world community to put an 
end to these atrocities in the 
game manner as the world was 
a treating the events in Yugos- 
lavia. What is happening in 
'Gaza for instance is a genocide 
committed by Israel in de- 
fiance of all international prin- 
ciples and norms and while the 
U.N. Security Council is keep- 
ing silent, condoning such acti- 
vities, it said. 

Mahmoud Al Rimawi, who 
writes for Al Ra’i, said that as 
the Israeli government is keep- 
ing the Arab world busy with 
its ongoing aggression in south- 
ern Lebanon is troops are com- 
mitting atrocities against the 
Palestinian people under 
Israeli rule. 

The writer said that while 
Israel is talking about a limited 
war against Syria it is maintain- 
ing a prolonged war against the 
people of Palestine inside and 
outside the occupied lands. 

Against Israel’s escalation of 
.atrocities in the occupied 
lands, the Palestinian people 
are determined more than ever 
to offer sacrifice and resist the 
enemy, said Saleh Al Qallab in 
Al Dustour. He said that the 
Palestinian people should be 
supported by the Arab coun- 
tries which are now keeping 
silent about the atrocities and 
about the crimes committed by 
Israel. What is needed now is 
to keep the flame of resistance 
burning so that the Palestinians 
can maintain their struggle for 
freedom. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
said that the creation of nucleus 
force in central Europe by 
France and Germany was 
bound to constitute the begin- . 
mng of the rise of Europe 
yis-a-vis the power of the Un- 
ited States. George Haddad 
said that the joint corps formed 
by France and Germany was 
similar to the rebellion against 
the U.S. domination of NATO 
by General de Gaulle in 1966 
as the Europeans are becoming 
more and more restive over 
American policies. 

Another strong criticism of 
the U.S. policies came in a 
column written by Fahd Al 
Fanek in Al Ra’i. He said that 
tbe U.S. bad won economic 
war on Iraq by imposing an 
embargo on that country 
through the Security Councfl 
but Washington has faced a 
total political failure through 
its policies. The writer said that 
the continuation of the embar- 


go was causing 'a great dehJ‘of a 
suffering for the Iraqis but is 
uniting the Iraqi people against 
the common enemy and expos- 
ing the weakness of the so- 
called Iraqi opposition groups 
as stooges in the hands of 
Israel, Iran and Turkey. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab bitterly criticised the 
Ministry of Labour and its 
affiliated employment offices 
which, be said, had failed to 
control the flood of non- Jorda- 
nian workers employed in toe 
country. Salameh Ekour said 
be knew of a factory for the 
manufacture of tiles and bricks 
which employs 58 non-Jorda- 
nians and no Jordanian at all. 
He said that he knew of other 
firms which employ non-Jorda- 
nians tike bakeries, land trans- 
port companies and stores 
without being questioned by 
tbe Ministry of Labour. Unem- 
ployment, the writer said, is 
the underlying cause of many 
social ills in Jordan. He said 
that the Jordanian society is 
paying the price for such situa- 
tion. 

Mohammad Daoudieh' a 
columnist m Al Dustour said 
that community colleges and 
other institutions tend to show 
fear of influential people and 
succumb to their wishes at the 
expense of public interest. The 
writer said one of the parlia- 
ment members had succeeded 
in securing for himself a job as 
lecturer at one of these col- 
leges teaching a subject not 
among the requirements of the 
college and using his influence 
in securing this job. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i said 
that some deputies and other 
people aspiring for seats in 
Parliament have started pre- 
paring slogans to be used dur- 
ing the coming parliamentary 
elections. Mahmoud Al Rima- 
wi said that most probably 
these slogans will remain emp- 
ty promises. He noted that 
under the present circumst- 
ances the man m the street is 
no more deceived by such 
practices and manouvres. 

A columnist m Al Dustour 
demanded that tbe Social 
Security Corporation speed up 
measures related to the imple- 
mentation of the Rational 
health scheme. Mohammad 
Daoud said that such scheme is 
bad been on the agenda of the 
corporation when it was estab- 
lished in 1980 but was never 
implemented. He said that in 
view of the rising cost of 

medical treatment it -has be- 
come necessary for the cor- 
poration to fate speedy mea- 
sures for to carry out its duties. 


are highly complex and highly 
sophisticated. And I think it 
would inflict a great sense of 
alienation if an Arab student 
were told to act like an American 
student, to be busy as an indi- 
vidual and not. to worry about 
relations with others — a great 
sense of alienation, indeed, when, 
the reality be would face in Arab 
society would be so very diffe- 
rent 

Again, it would be my claim 
that it was not the content of the 
lecturer’s statement that this 
teacher found so upsetting but 
the attitude importing a superior- 
ity to one inclination and an 
inferiority to another. And it 
would be my further daim that 
the American indination was 
considered superior simply be- 
cause the approach taken was an 
American and not an Arab one. 
Had the lecturer looked at things 
as an Arab, had those listening to 
the lecturer been less willing to 
acquiesce to the Western appro- 
ach suggested in the lecture, I 
doubt very much that tbs Amer- 
ican indination would still have 
-been considered the superior 
one. 

There is a lot of change taking 
place in the Arab World, to be 
sure, and one might even say 
there is a certain identity crisis 
among the Arabs. The Arab 
World does face a number of very 
real problems, whether econo- 
mic, political, or educational. 
The challenge for the Arabs, 


however, is not simply to face this 
crisis and find themselves en- 
riched by it, but to face this crisis 
as Arabs, to draw upon the. Arab 
identity, the beauty of the Arabs, 
when facing it, and not upon the 
identity of any group from the 
West. 

I believe that tins is really 
where the discussion should be- 
gin. What does it mean to be an 
Arab? What are the positive 
things about the Arab identity? 
What do die Arabs want to offer 
the world as uniquely Arab? Who 
are the Arabs? If the discussion 
does not begin with these ques- 
tions, I do not see how there can 
be any hope for long-lasting solu- 
tions to the various dilemmas the . 
Arab World faces. Solutions 
modelled after other cultures will 
inevitably exacerbate the prob- 
lems. and will mean that the next 
century for the Arabs will be very 
much tike this one was. 

If for one. have been deeply 
touched by the Arabs, have 
changed as a result of my interac- 
tion with them, and really believe 
that they have something to offer 
the world as Arabs and that, as 
the Arabs need what the world 
has to offer, so the world has a 
real need of what die Arabs can • 
offer. But unless we begin to • 
consider the beauty of tbe Arab 
World and proclaim it as Arabs, 
the world will never hear the 
message. Even worse, the Arabs' 
themselves will not hear it. 


LETTERS 

Sad truth 


To the Edftor 


Being on a short humanitarian visit in Amman I read the editorial 
“Moral and legal” in tbe May 28-29 edition of the Jordan Times. 

As- the president of a- Swiss non-governmental organisation - 
helping Iraqi children I fully agree with your points of view. The 
U.N. embargo cm the Iraqi people has proven to be out of seme 
and killing those who are innocent. 

Manfred Ferrari, Director of Switzerland-based Christ- 
ian International News Agency and president of S.O.S 
Children in Need. 


Unwitting omissions? 


To the Editor: 

Ms. Addasi’s article of May 21, 1992, entitled “AIDS Seminar 
Focuses on Preventive Measures,” highlighted the issues that 
were presented during tbe meeting. Unfortunately, the article was 
superficial. Either Ms. Addasi chose not to elaborate on the 
details of the seminar, or the seminar failed to provide a summary 
of recommendations regarding: 

(i) the measures that have been taken by countries to combat 
AIDS, 

(n) the role of the volantary sector in preventing the spread of 
AIDS, 

(in) the information needed by Jordanians to prevent contract- 
ing and/or spreading AIDS. 

Regardless of the reason, the omission of these recommenda- 
tions has grave consequences. The article presented issues and 
problems without providing answers or solutions, which leaves 
tbe reader with feelings of helplessness and despair, viewing 
themselves as victims. People with knowledge are aware of their 
choices in life and are able to take the necessary precautions to 
either prevent AIDS or to lead a quality life if inflicted with the 
disease. 

Tbe article states that tbe majority of AIDS cases in Jordan arc 
“innocent" cases. They were acquired through blood transfusions 
while seeking medical treatment “abroad’’, ignoring other modes 
of transmission such as: 

1- unprotected sexual intercourse (intercourse without a con- 
dom, with an infected person), 

2- sharing contaminated needles, syringes or other skin-piercing 
instruments (common among drug abusers), 

3- a mother infecting her baby before, during or after birth. 

The fact that Jordanians may practice unprotected sex or be 

drug abusers is dismissed. 

There is a risk of contracting tbe AIDS virus when individuals 
fail to take protective measures. In Latin America, wives of men 
who were involved in extra-marital relations, were unknowingly 
exposed and in many i nstances infected with the virus. The 
seriousness of tbe situation was not realised until these women 
delivered infants who were born with the AIDS virus. This group 
of women and children are true “innocent” victims. They 
contribute to the high percentage of AIDS cases in Latin 
America. The same holds true for Africa. 

It is imperative that we, as a society, examine this issue in order 
.to prevent a similar catastrophe. 

Quoting Dr. Al Hhatib, “An ounce of prevention is better than 
® M of cure" needs to be our motto. There is no cure for 
‘AIDS. We can begin our educational campaign 


the actions to prevent the spread of the disease. This is tbe 
opportune time toincrease peoples awareness and knowledge of 
the disease. By doing so, we enlighten them, enable them to take 
control of their lives and curtail the rapid spread of the disease. 

Leah Sawalha, 

A mman. . 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributionsfmm its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication,, however, should contain the writer's foil name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and voider special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 
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Amazon Indians prefer videos to war dances 
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By Michael Stott 
Reuter 

MANAUS. BRAZIL — Corina 
is a young Tukano Indian Jiving .in 
the heart of Brazil's Amazon 
jungle. But she dresses in jeans 
rather than feathers and the only 
hunting she has ever done is for a 
job. 

Woiid leaders at next week's 
U.N. conference on environment 
and development will hear 
numerous pleas to save the Ama- 
zon rainforest and its native Indi- 
ans. But will they realise how 
much the area has changed 
already? 

Brazil's 1964-85 military dicta- 


torship made the opening up of the 
Amazon basin a priority. Heavy 
industry moved it, roads such as 
the trans-Amazon highway slashed 
through the jungle, settlers ar- 
rived and military bases were set 
up. 

More than two decades later, 
the area has changed dramatically 
and is no longer the one most 
outsiders imagine. 

Today, an Amazon Indian is 
just as likely to lead a Western 
lifestyle as a traditional forest 
one. Estimates of the number of 
Indians — around 100.000 
take no account of the hordes 
who have left villages to settle in 
the cities. 
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West struggles with 
dilemmas on use of 
force in Yugoslavia 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 


V.-V . 
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BRUSSELS — The West is 
wondering whether it will finally 
have to use force to stop the 
* killing in Yugoslavia — if peace 
' talks, ceasefires and sanctions 
fail. 

' Although no country has pnb- 
. ‘ Kcly suggested military interven- 

Arj,' tion yet, policymakers in Western 
; - Europe and the United States are 

i - ~ starting to face the dile mmas in- 

volved. 

* - j,. On one side, there is unwilling- 

"-tj ness to risk lives in someone 
v, .J else's civil war, the risk of setting 
: -r,, t a dangerous precedent for in- 

j. tervention m other Enropean 
- W. conflicts and a 'tangled web of 
diplomatic and legal problems. 

On die other, nightly reports of 
honor on television, the biggest 
refugee problem since World 
War n and a growing feeling that 
more has to be done if peace and 
security in Europe are to have 
any credibility. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said on Sunday Washing- 
ton would not take military action 
on its own but left open the 
possibility of a coalition force 
with allies. 

Some European Community 
countries want the United Na- 


---irr. ■ 


against Serbia, they say, could 
involve their troops in a war that 
conld drag on for years — 
Europe's own Vietnam. 

And if you send troops to 
Yugoslavia, why not to Nagorno- 
Karabakh, Moldova or any other 
battleground in an increasingly 
fragmented Europe? If people 
are determined to kill each other, 
why waste lives and money by 
interfering? 

Finally, they say, what about 
the new security structures for the 
post-cold war world, organisa- 
tions like the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe? Dialogue and crisis 
management, not force, axe what 
is needed. 

But some diplomats and offi- 
cials in Brassies — borne to the 
European Community and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion — say another argument is 
gaining ground. 

“You could ask whether any of 
our plans for creating a safer, 
better Europe and world mean 
anything if you can't back np calls 
for peace with an iron fist in the 
last resort,” said one NATO di- 
plomat. 

“There comes a time when you 
have to stop talking and take a 
stand. Without that, new struc- 
tures for peace mean nothing' 




tions to use force if necessary to 
- • r;-- 2 icc: keep the. Wporf at. tfae.Bosnian .... argue, 

- * j ^T; capital Sarajevo open. . thattheve is no point in recogms- 

,' ••.7. , Mo#, western ^nations have., wjfi .republics 

, ^ identified Serbia as foe aggressor Croatia or Bosma-Heizego- 

x esc: and recognised other key repub- wn * “ y° u are not then prepared 
lies as independent. 

S* lirriacd-hasdQ British Defence Secretary Mal- 

and preidoi di R j fl “ Dd tou f^ d ““ 

¥ treme delicacy of foe debate on 

Monday, when be said foe United 
Nations must “tread carefully” 
before using force. 

“One could not expect U.N. 
ww-iaccirtlH force *» involving British service- 
ill IIISMUlJ) men, to actnally go into foe mid- 
dle of a war and try to sort that 
out,” be said. 

Belgian Foreign Minister WQly 
Claes agreed, saying political and 
...... economic sanctions should be 

»•'.* ■ • -- given a chance first. 

- .. ~ Most western nations see 

•: things the same way. Using force 

• • • •••>■>-■ 


to defend them. 

NATO could not get involved 
because It is limited to foe de- 
fence of its member states. The 
CSCE has no aimed forces of its 
own. The European Community 
has no military structure. 

The United States, after bear- 
ing the chief military burden dur- 
ing last year’s Gulf war, has 
stayed aloof from the Yugoslav 
conflict until very recently, leav- 
ing peace efforts to foe EC. 

European diplomats were cri- 
tical of Washington's initial refus- 
al to take a stand and now accuse 
it of waking up to foe problem 
too late. 


Elections reflect domination 
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(Continned Cram page 1) 

of high school and university 
students in homes is something 
that has many non- 
fundamentalists worried,” said 
a well-informed observer. 

“Political activity is rampant 
among Islamists; but it is 
veiled,” a prominent historian 
at the university said. 

“These home lessons seem 
to be innocent religious les- 
sons. But they are no more or 
less than political meetings in 
disguise. Even the girls don't 
know what is going on; they 
are being politicised in the 
name of religion,” added a 
female professor at foe uni- 
versity. 

Until now political organisa- 
tions among students at the 
University of Jordan are not 
allowed and university admi- 
nistrators frown upon political 
activities among students, 
according to student activists. 

Nevertheless, there are at 
least three major political 
. gro upi ngs, albeit unofficial, at 
the University of Jordan. Two 
of the three — the Islamists 
and “the nationalist grouping” 
— were actively involved in the 
student council elections. The 
third, known as the leftist 
coalition, boycotted the elec- 
tions. 

“A few years ago the leftists, 
were much stronger,” said a 
high-ranking official. ‘Their 
numbers have dwindled due in 
part to their orgamstions’ dis- 
array off campus,” be added. . 

Their non-partidpatkm in. 
the elections was foie to the 
low turnout at a meeting they 
called one week before elec- 
■ rfins, observers said. 

Leftists withdrew their 
nominations and thus the num- 
ber of people running for seats 
on the student council de- 
creased finom an original 271 to 


242, according to student activ- 
ists. 

In the years of political au- 
sterity in the Kingdom during 
most of the 1970s and 1980s, 
underground leftist groups 
provided the only opposition 
to Islamists on an ideological, 
and national basis. 

- Student council observers 
said last week that most of the 
21 “independents” that won 
seats on the student council 
were members of the national- 
ist coalition, which is said to be 
similar in nature to the par- 
liamentary groupings known as 
foe Constitutional and Nation-, 
al blocs. 

While this newly-formed un- 
official coalition did not have a 
ticket per se, it represented foe 
first attempt by a non-Islamist 
and non-leftist: group to partici- 
pate in student politics in the 
last two decades. 

“This is not a trend that 
.began yesterday. It has been 
building up and is just now 
bearing fnnt,” said a political 
science professor at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. “The seeds 
of the Islamic trend were 
sowed in government depart- 
ments and schools in the past 
two decades.” 

The “other” political trends 
that exist among students on 
campus are weak and divided 
much like their parent orga- 
nisations off campus, political 
analysts say. 

“The left is weaker than ever 
before and has tittle support 
among the faculty members,” 
said an official in the student 
affairs office. 

“As long as Islamists control 
the education system, as they 
have increasingly dose in the 
last 20 years, the society can- 
not move except towards 
pcriftjcjged Mam; it a natural 
consequence,” concluded one 
educator. “There is no visible 
viable alternative.” 


Corina is an example. Now 25, 
she has adopted a Brazilian sur- 
name. speaks Portuguese fluently 
and lives in the Amazon capital of 
Manaus. Her life — until recently 
spent assembling TV sets — is 
tittle different from that of other 
Brazilians. 

Even if she returned to her 
tribe on the border with Col- 
ombia, she explained in an inter- 
view, life there has changed 


try and the streets are choked 
with traffic. A pall of smog hangs 
over foe area. 

Elsewhere, Western civilisa- 
tion has penetrated deeply and 
few Amazon jungle areas remain 
genuinely unexplored. 

One Brazil-based correspon- 
dent who viri ted foe remote Ticu- 
na tribe near the frontier with 
Colombia and Peru last year 
asked the chieftain if there was 


Today, an Amazon Indian is just as likely 
to lead a Western lifestyle as a traditional 
forest one. Estimates of the number of 
Indians — around 100,000 — take no 
account of the hordes who have left 
villages to settle in the cities. 


forever. 

“Our village used to be one of 
the most poor and forgotten of 
all,” she said. “But nowadays 
people build their huts with zinc 
roofs, cook with bottled gas and 
buy kerosene-powered refrigera- 
tors.” 

Manaus itself conies as a shock 
to anyone expecting a sleepy river 
port populated by adventurers 
and rubber tappers. 

The city's population has ex- 
ploded to more than a million, it 
hosts a sizeable electronics indus- 


anything he could do to help the 
tribe when be returned to his 
home base. 

“Send us a Panasonic video 
cassette recorder.” was the re- 
play. “We want foe four-head 
model.” 

The popular image of the Indi- 
an as guardian and defender of 
nature has taken a knock too. 

The Kaiapo tribe in the south 
of Para state has upset Brazil's 
environment agency Ibama by 
auctioning off permits to log its 
reserve. 


“We tried to offer them a 
forestry management plan but the 
chieftain is so hooked on the 
money that he just sell to the 
highest bidder,” said Ibama Re- 
gional Superintendent Reginaldo 
Anaissi Costa in an interview. 

“The tribe now has aeroplanes, 
jeeps and faxes. When I see 
reports of movements abroad to 
save foe Indians' traditional lifes- 
tyles. I don’t know what they are 
talking about.” 

“Ten or 20 years ago it might 
have been possible, but not to- 
day,” he said. 

Even in areas ihe church and 
the military did not reach, 
marauding gold prospectors en- 
sured that foe Indians were not 
left in primeval peace. 

Thousands of prospectors in- 
vaded foe lands of the Yanomami, 
the largest remaining forest tribe 
in the Americas, during the 
1980s. They brought with them 
malaria, venereal disease — and 
.a Western lifestyle. 

Indian leaders at Coiab, an 
umbrella organisation for Indian 
groups in the Amazon, concede 
that the only tribes with any real 
chance fo preserving their tradi- 
tions intact are the ones who have 
never had contact with whites. 

“Our latest information is that 
42 uncontacted groups exist in the 
whole of Brazil,” said Coiab's 
Ortandinho Melgueiro Da Silva. 
“But most of them are semi- 
nomadic groups of a few hundred 
people at most.” 


France offers 

(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli Prime Munster Yitzhak 
Shamir that French President 
Francois Mitterrand would visit 
Israel later this year. He also 
extended invitations to Mr. Nts- 
sim and Transport Minister 
Moshe Katsav to visit France, it 
added. 

The French minister noted that 
foe items for which the loan 
guarantees are to be given will 
require French approval, but said 
projects such as foe Haife-Tel 
Avrv-Beersbeba railway would 
probably not be objectionable. 

“France has the strongest law 
in Europe against the Arab 
boycott,” he said, “bat it has the 
fewest companies which do busi- 
ness in Israel. Thus it’s dear that 
foe problem is one of mentality, 
which we hope can be improved 
by symbolic actions like this 
visit. ” 

PLO, Syria 

(Continned from page 1) 

The statement said Syria and 
foe PLO “expressed resentment 
over failure to differentiate be- 
tween the aggressor and aggres- 
sed in statements ... calling for 
self-restiaint which Israel regards 
as an encouragement for it to 
continue its aggression.” 
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Orient Express Ltd. 

Travel & Tourism 

Rhodes Greece direct flight 

Special Offer for Expts 
in Jordan 

9 days 8 nights from 18 to 26 of Jun 92 
4 days 3 nights from 18 to 21 of Jun 92 
Rhodes Island Greece 
2 stars hotel B.B. JD 260.000 P.P 
JD 359.000 P.P 
JD 380.000 P.P 
JD 410.000 P.P 
Special rates for self catering apartments. 

Children under 5 years old free of charge. 

For more information please contact: 

Orient Express Tours 
Tel. 602460 or 683789 
Located at the Grand Palace/Regency 
Hotels Yard 


3 stars hotel H.B 

4 stars hotel H.B. 

5 stars hotel H.B. 


Ruling and overruling 


Randa Habib’s 
Corner 


The other day, an Marnlr deputy told a symposium 
that democracy, for his group, was Just a means to 
reach power. This declaration was. Indeed, a cause 

The democratic process, (he bearded-deputy 
add, is e ss e nti al In the country as the Mamie trend 
befieves is It as a means to reach power for the 
implementation of foe Magpie Law (Sharia), which 
remains “our nMnutf target*” 

We know that democracy was the vehicle that 
brought political gro up ings, ior H^ the Islamic 
cur rent, to po litical BmefighL Likewise, the demo- 
cratic process gave the Islamists the opportunity to 
legislative powers hi the Kingdom, aad even gave 
them a dominant role in the poticy-maUng process. 
Moreover, it was democracy that gave policy- 
makers a podhun to air their view points regardless 
of their trends or political afffliatkms. 

And democracy gave people the right to express 
different views and stand up to criticise any 
phenomenon, such as the case of this column, 
without fear. 


Yet with the deputy’s remarks, one should 
wonders how could democracy survive as a multi- 
party system with the implementation of Sharia; for 
foe Mamie code is steady set and Its rules leave no 
room for a constitution or for any ocher laws. 

One would tend to believe that people in this 
country should probably take "political lessons" fo 
identify themselves with the Islamic standpoint on 
democracy. 

If they think democracy Is just a means to reach 
power and then impose their one-track way of firing 
on aB citizens then they are mistaken. 

Democracy goes beyond a one-party -rule and it is 
by uo means restricted to a certain group at the 
expens e of others. If one wants to be in a healthy, 
political system he has to accept and respect other 


Democracy is one throughout the world. We all 
know it comes from ancient Greek, the 

rule of the people. 

So let tbe people rule themselves and never let 
one party overrule another. 
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Monitors - Printers 
BORLAND & IBM 
Original Software 
SYBEX Books 
English & Arabic 
Diskettes - Ribbons 
And Others 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREKJH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SON5 

TEL. 604676 60469& 




B CROWN | 

I INT’L EST. 

H Packing, shipping, = 
b forwarding, storage, I 
1 clearing, door-to-door 1 
s service S 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open lbja-!\W A 600.11:30 tfcjjy| 

Taka a w a y Is avaSabla 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

fT>L 681922, Amman 

fixe Tasted 




ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED I Ns 

TRAVEL -TOURISM ■ 
PACKING - CARGO 


ToL 037588/6S84SJ8A 
FAX 968^6-610X88 
Knfl Hussain Street -Amman. 


STUDIO HAIG 

T -Profesri d nal Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your. colour ffim at 
out shop Mid get- 

* JVMBO photo 

sh* 30% Unrgfmr 

* Free aufarft- 

mmt t t m x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb td: S23891 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

1&30-23& 

. Tel: 03-314415 



1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
AhliyyahJjirls School 


Qpen daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m . 

6:30-Midoight 

TeL 638968 


[DEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
FAMILIES I BUSINESSMEN 



Hotel. Suites 


WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SEKVCE 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 


TEL: 69S222 FAX: 690671 
TLX: 24054 MAQSURA JO 
( OPPOSITE SAFEWAY 
SHME1SANI • AMMAN ) 



UB BRU FO BUS SERBS 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
Di JORDAN— 

ft Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 
☆ Shoes repair ft Engraving 
ft Keys Service 

ftUphotstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 121156, Fax 
826168 



1 International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 6/5£te0 - 6150*1 



OPEN DAILY TOfl • 
LUNCH 4 DINNER 
Saves A Varieiy Amcri can Food 


Enjoy our Fre*h Delicious 
Take Away is Available ! 
For peservaooifcPtease 
1 Call 678600 ^ 


■£jf 


nt & Sale 

Many villas and apartmentd 
are available for rent and] 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

|For further details, please 
call 

[Abdoun Real 
Estate 

(Tel. 8*0605, 810609, 

1 ,Fax: 810520. 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

s. 6:30 - Midnight > 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman -Tef 660193 
P 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


oo 


ADD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



TAIWAN TOURISM© 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 25:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

RJabal Amman-3rd Circle 
TeL: 641093 



Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 

ll:l iHI 



nes:6B5121 
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Lendl beaten in second round of French Open 


PARIS (R) — Ivan Lendle's 
hopes of taking a fourth French 
Open title at the age of 32 evapo- 
rated in the second round when 
be was beaten by Brazilian Jaime 
Ondns Friday. 

It was the former world num- 
ber one's earliest exit at the 
French Open since 1978. 
although be has missed the last 
two tournaments at Roland Gar- 
ros. 

The match had been tied at two 
sets all and 5-5 in the fifth when 
rain stopped play Thursday. 

Coming back in the sunshine 


Friday, Lendl had four break- 
points in the day’s opening game 
but failed to convert them. 

Lendl served with the score at 
7-6 to Ondns but was broken to 
15 to give the 21-year-old Brazi- 
lian, ranked 72nd in the world, a 
3-6 3-6 6-3 6-2 8-6 score and the 
biggest triumph of his career. 

Lendl won here three times in 
the 1980s but has had a miserable 
.d ay season this year and dropped 
out of the world’s top 10 for the 
first time in more than 10 years 
after his second-round defeat to 
Switzerland's Marc Rosset earlier 


this month. 

Ondns, who screamed with joy 
after dinching the match, said he 
had always regarded Lendl as a 
great player but had tried not to 
be nervous when be faced him 
across the net. 

“What I had to do was just 
play. I knew that if I could stay 
relaxed I would play better," said 
Ondns. a Davis Cup hero at 
home after helping to take Brazil 
into the semifinals this year. 

Second seed Stefan Edberg was 
lucky not to join Lendl in making 
an early exit after a patchy per- 


formance against dogged Argen- 
tine Gabriel Markus. 

Edberg, who has won every 
grand Slam title but the French, 
needed four hours and 34 mi- 
nutes, spread over two days, to 
beat Markus 4-6 7-6 7-6 4-6 6-4. 

The Swede had come back 
from one set and 5-3 down on 
Thursday, before play was aban- 
doned in the fourth set. 

Edberg made a slow start when 
play resumed on centre court. He 
failed to take advantage of six 
breakpoints at 4-2 up in die 
fourth and was then broken twice 
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' YOU NEED SOMETHING 
WITH A LITTLE ACTION.. 
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to allow Markus to take the. set. 

Markus is a dangerous clay 
court player, having beaten top 
seed Pete Sampras of the U.S. on 
his way to winning the Nice title 
last month as well as Lendl -in 
Madrid less than two weeks later. 

The 22-year-old Argentine had 
breakpoints in the second and 
fourth games of the deciding set 
Friday bat Edberg held on . and 
finally broke to go 5-4 up when 
Markus put a backhand just long. 

The normally, emotionless 
Swede jumped for joy and almost 
skipped back to his chair for the 
changeover before serving out for 
,the match. 

The women’s draw last two of 
its top seeds when Mary Joe 
Fernandez and Manuela 

Maleeva-F ragni ere both bowed 
out in straight sets in the third 
round. 

American Fernandez, seeded 
sixth, has been a quarter-finalist 
here for the last two years, and 
reached the last tour in 1989 but 
was helpless against German 
Sabine Hack, who won. 7-6 6-2. 

Fernandez, 20, was 5-3 and 
30-0 up in the fiut set and then 
served for the set at 5-4. 

But both times Hack, who lost 
to the American in straight sets in 
the second round here last year, 
battled back. 

“Last year when I went out on 
court I thought I had to be special 
because she was a top 10 player 
but she doesn’t do anything spe- 
cial so I was’nt afraid this time, 1 * 
said Hack, ranked 42nd in the 
world. 

Fernandez said her timing had 
gone to pieces. 

“AD the girls are playing better 
than they used to.” she added.” 
It is a lot tougher, there aren't as 
many easy matches as there used 
to be." 

Eighth seed Maleeva-Fragniere 
of Switzerland joined sister 
Katerina, who .went out Thurs- 
day, after a 7-5 6-2 defeat by 
Dutchwoman Manon Bollegraf. 

Bollegraf, one of the oldest 
women in the tournament at 28, 
played a steady, baseline game, 
finishing off points well with a 
strong forehand. 

Second seeded German Steffi 
Graf was on and off court before 
many of the spectators had taken 
their seats, beating South African 
Amanda Coetzer 6-2 6-1 in one 
minute short of an hour. 


Graf, the winner here in 1987 
and 1988, and yet to lose more 
than three games in a set this 
week, was quicker and steadier 
than 20-year-old Coetzer. 

Two-time defending champion 
Monica Seles, pursuing her third 
straight title, plays her third- 
round match Saturday against 
American Lori McNeil. 

. Seles and No. 1 men’s seed Jim 
Cornier won their second-round 
matches easily Thursday, as did 
most big names. Three of the 
, lesser women’s seeds No. 9 Anke 
Huber of Germany, No. 11 
Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria, 
and No. 16. Sabina Appelmans of 
Belgium were losers. 

Meanwhile Andre Agassi con-, 
tinned to blaze an early trail 
through the French Open Thurs- 
day as he ruthlessly brushed aside 
the token resistance of Italian 
Gianloca Pozzi in the second 
round. 


The eleventh-seeded American 
needed just 84 minutes to demol- 
ish Pozzi, ranked 54th' in the 
'world, 6-0 6-2 6-1. ' 

Agassi, losing finalist at Ro- 
land Gairos in each of the last 
two years, has won his opening 
two matches in double-quick time 
without dropping a set and for the 
loss of only 12 games in total. 

The American showed no mer- 
cy against an Italian, who seemed 
frozen by stage-fright in his first 
appearance before a big crowd. 

When Pozzi finally held serve 
to salvage some honour, the 
crowd cheered sympathetically, 
prompting Agassi to throw Ins 
racket to the ground in mock 
anger. But many in the crowd 
misinterpreted foe gesture and 
began to boo. 

Undeterred, Agassi dosed off 
foe match without any si gn of 
exertion to move into a tougher- 
looking third round encounter 
with Goran Prpic of Croatia or 
Claudio Pistolesi of Italy. 

“Usually I have one or two 
times in a match when I think it 
might slip away," Agassi said. 
“But it sure didn’t happen today. 

I was in a groove and he was just 
feeding me. 

“It was a surprise. They only 
changed balls twice in foe match. 
Fm used to losing sets early in a 
tournament. At foe moment I’m 
not having Co force anything, it’s 
just flowing.” . ; 




Yugoslavia set to escape 
soccer ban — UEFAchtef 


NEWPORT, Wales (R) — 
Yugoslavia wiD not be dropped 
from next month’s European Soc- 
cer Championship finals in 
Sweden unless Swedish police 
feel they cannot control security, 
European Football Union 
(UEFA) President Lennart 
Johansson said Friday. 

He told reporters before talks 
on the issue with the president of 
foe Int ernati onal Football Asso- 
ciation (FIFA) that the absence 
of sporting moves in European 
Community sanctions against 
Serbia this week had removed the 
basis for a political ban. 

“If the police say they are 
happy there will be no problems 
with security, then Yugoslavia 
are in," Mr. Johansson said, 
adding that he planned to contact 
Swedish authorities later Friday 
for their final word. 

Mr. Johansson, a Swede, said 
this week that Yugoslavia’s parti- 
cipation in the June 10-26 tourna- 
ment had to be reviewed in foe 
light of foe latest fighting in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina . 

But on Friday he said both 
UEFA and FIFA still regarded 
Yugoslavia — a new federation 
established by Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro — as a full member of the 
world soccer family. 


“FIFA have said that Yugosla- 
via is a member of FIFA and they 
are recognised by the United 
Nations," he said. 

FIFA President Joao Have- 
lange also said he did not believe 
that Yugoslavia should be 
banned. 

“In my opinion they should 
participate in this tournament. 
‘They are a FIFA affiliate,” Mr. 
Havelange said. 

More, than 8,000 people have 
been killed in what was Yugosla- 
via since republics began to 
secede from tire old federation a 
year ago. 

United Nations Security Coun- 
cil members meet Friday to try to 
agree a broad package of sanc- 
tions, including sporting mea- 
sures, against Serbia and ally 
Montenegro. 

Mr. Jobannson said UEFA 
would have to consider its posi- 
tion again if the U.N. imposed 
sporting sanctions bat added that 
a final decision had to be made by 
next Wednesday for foe eight- 
nation tournament to proceed 
smoothly. 

The Yugoslav squad arrived in 
Stockholm Thursday and play 
their opening match against Eng- 
land in preliminary Group 1 m 
Malmo on June 11. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HtRSCH 
C19BI TrtMw MM Soman, nc 


TOO MUCH 

Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ A 6 

v A J 10 9 7 3 
0 6 4 3 

* Aft 

WEST EAST 

9QJ10 97 4K8642 
? K 8 5 2 ?Q4 

0 Void 0 J 8 7 6 2 

*7642 * 5 

SOUTH 

* 3 
<?6 

0 A K Q 10 9 

♦ KQJ 108 3 
The bidding; 

North East South West 

1 v 3 Pass 4 NT Pass 

5 * Pass 7 NT Pass 


, TOO SOON 

quibble with success — the final con- 
tract was certainly an odda-pa 
favorite. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
dummy nwd ran six rounds of chibs. 
Since the hand was almost surely a 
make if declarer held the king of 
hearts. East did well to pitch'fbur 
spades and a heart 

Declarer cashed the ace of dia- 
monds and learned the bad news. 
The 5-6 break meant there were 
only 11 teat tricks, and a 12th could 
be managed via one finesse for the 
jack of diamonds. But that was all- 
down one. 


Opening lead: Queen of * 

When you are looking at a pletho- 
ra of tricks, it ia sometimes easy to 
get careless and try to cash th»m in 
the wrong order. South paid an ex- 
orbitant price for a moment’s negli- 
gence on this hand. - 
South bid the hand like a bull in a 
china shop. Wa don't know what 
South would have done had North 
shown only one ace — by no means 
impossible. South should have 
started with a simple response of 
two dubs, followed by a reverse into 
diamonds. However, we cannot 


Sou th was sloppy in the manage- 
ment of entries to the dummy. The 
one suit that had to be developed 
was diamonds, and declarer should 
have started on that suit immedi- 
ately. After winning the first trick, 
declarer should lead a diamond to 
the queen. If both defenders follow, 
declarer continues with foe ace of 
diamonds to see what happens. If 
West shows out, declarer can still 
take a finesse; if both follow, declar- 
er can claim all the tricks. 

When West shows out on the first 

diamond, declarer can use the aces 
of dubs and hearts as entries to 
dummy to take two tfamuyyi g. 
nesses. That allows declarer to score 
five diamond tricks and 13 in all 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 30, 1992 

By Tbomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righler Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
should .be able to delve into what- 
ever is vague or mysterious and 
come up with foe right answer as it 
applies- to your current rircumst- 
ances. Expect to change your plans 
in~ rite -early P.M. 


help by supporting your aims know 
of your breath of scope to yout 
plans, then avoid new conditions at 
work. , 


ARIES: (March. 21 to April 19) 
-You can get a business person of 


experience to aid you in a worldly 
which 


of vocational' interest after 
you .are; urged to take it easy and 
relax. ’ 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Let 
a. new. .acquaintance know what 
your ambitions are and accept the 
help given but later sidestep a 
tendency to be moody over a pri- 
vate anxiety. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
now have the chance to get more 
benefits from the usual activities in 
which you engage after which don't 
go along with a hasty-acting ac- 
quaintance. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July-21) If you want to have a good 
time, early contact one who can 
arrange it for you but then make 
sure you most careful when in the 
public eye: " 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider duties to be attended to at 
borne and show that you will do 
your share of them after which 
make .sure you do not spend- too 
much Jon pleasures. 

VIRGO: (August 22 ro September 
22) Let a usual companion who can 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Ad expert shows what you 
what to do to make your. property 
more valuable, attractive but an 
outside associate or partner can 
thwart a plan of importance to you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem-i 
ber 21) . You have a day when 
communications should be more 
carefully handled than generally 
and you need to utilize your best 
common sense in so doing. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A good day to delve 
into whatever many matters are 
necessary to build up a greater 
amount of security and do so early, 
in the day. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Gel into those various 
personal goals of stature that you' 
want and make them apart of your 
life early and later oe sure to 
bolster your own career. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Use tltis period to make 
sure you have everything on a very 
practical basis and forget wishful 
thinking and imaginative concepts. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have some very mundane 
situations facing you that can 
toss off in a very efficient man- 
ner in the morning while the even- 
ing suggests care with money. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRTSS-6 



“I thought a snowball fight might be a 
kin way to liven up leftover 
mashed potatoes!" 


--fill 1 


•a. i 


J THAT SCRAMBLED, WORD GAME , 
u by Henri Arnold and yob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. . 


KU 

FU 

=1 




□ 

□ 

C 


POKAK 






ELGANT 


S’ Y ^ 

r > 


HE BROUGHT HJ6 
FISH IN© 6EAK, BE- 
CAUSE HE HE AKS? 
THEY WERE LOOKING 
FOR THIS. 


STUCCA 



j 

□ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


" mi inn 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: 

Answer 


FAULT MOUNT 


(Answers tomorrow) 
LAYMAN CHISEL 


What the crooked wool speculator was — 
ON THE "LAM" 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Life preserver 
pan? 

4 Needle 
7 Broadway hit 
IT Classify 
. 12 Balzac's " — 
Gortot" 

13 Templeton ■ 

14 Small fish 

15 " — Camera" 

15 Turner or Louise 
17 Agile thief 

19 Particle 

20 "An apple — ..." 

21 Moslem caliph 

22 catenas abbr. 

24 — Aviv 

25 Poisonous plant 

26 Have a 

. connection 

30 Eastwood 

31 Damascus site 

32 List of books 
'35 Hospital test 

37 Marble 

38 Uan symbol 

39 Household 

41 Comic Johnson 

42 Take to court' 
45 Alcott's 

■'Little — " 

■46 Troy. NY school 
letters 

47 Sell 

48 Pro - 

51 String game 

54 Declare 
positively 

55 Wheel pin 

56 "Play ft—. 
5am" 

57 "DoB House" 
lead 

58 Architect — Van 
der Rohe . 

59 Green stroke 

60 Romulus or 
Remus 

61 Attention-getting 
sound 

62 Pipe Joint 


eiSBS Tnbuiw UtM Semen. Enc 
m mjxx. RatOToa 


3 Caesar's words 

4 Practical person 

5 "My Friend — 

6 Coupon casher 

7 Earthquake. e.g. 

8 Deplaned 

9 'dock 
scholar" 

10 Con Job 

11 Sam — , 
detective 

12 Oris of sow's 
Utter 

14 Get out! 

18 Proportion 
23 Exam taker 
25 Declare without 
proof 

27 Circle part 

28 Juan's aunt' 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


gannn nnan mnofl 
ggnna nnrao unnn 
□nnan nnan anon 
ciamoan nruBiinnoD 
anna Rnnmnno 
nnnnHona nunn 
nnonn nnnmn nnn 
onnra nnnran ~jiiid 
□ ns [7,noBm nncaB 
rann nnonnans 
nnnnnmB srann 
□nnnnaniH nnnHne 
□□□n noon nnnnn 
nnnra nnnn onmnn 
noon nnnn nranmo 


29 Adjective ending 36 Loft 

30 Twtn-hulled boat 38 Bakery deHght 


DOWN 


2 "The 
of—" 


32 Machine part 

33 Year count 

34 Thrash 

35Homlcide'3 

concern 


40 Set up tern, etc. 

42 Serious and. 
Cafm 

43 Dark 

44 First utopia 


47 Ambiguous . 

48 Carry on 

49 Declare Nuntiy 

50 Actress QaiT 
52WW1/ 


enemy . 
53 Transported 



. -• 


If 

<1. 


'I’- 1 . 



teNDt 


'* London {• 

' L S - do!!*.- 




Afc 


''eke*. . 



I 




/ 
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riiiaiicial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-«i>«r»iion vuilli 
'Cairo Aiuninn UanU 


ij.S, lioll.ir ■■■ lnicinaliun.il Nailn>ii 


Cur f rue/ 

NEW YORK 
CLOSE 

IMC 27.5.92 

TOKYO 

'^7.^92 

Kiel liiiR I'lmuil' 1 - ■ - 

1.79*9 

1.7983 

Urn! *rlic Mink 

1.6370 

1-6MD- 

Nulw |*i mu: 

1.4887 

1.4868 

1* mu li Fi a lie 

5.4960 

5.4806 ! 

Jupaucsc Yrn 

130.18 

129.92 

K<trii|imii Cm icnjr Unit 

1-7565- 

7.2593 


* iu.li r.r kii: 

** l.mnivnn (Iprntne fa S.oo «_,u. |;,|r 

f: u r boar r nicy liilcrctt Rnics 


“**" 28.5.92 


On irncjr 

1 Mill 

3~MTilS 

6 M 17 LS 

12 MTILS 

U.S. Uulhr 

3.90 

3.95 

4.12 

1.55 

NlrtltHK I’li mill 

10.12 

10.06 

9.87 

9.75 

UciiKilic Mark 

9.62 

9.62 

9.62 

9.50 • 

S«l« Franc 

9.37 

9.25 

8.93 

8.75 

1 i rmli [■ i .me 

9.81 

9.81 

9.75 

9.75 

J:i|iaiir5C Yrll 

4.75 

4.72 

4.65 

4.62 

Knrii|imi Omriicy tluil 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

9.87 


Mmmi, fimAiK U.f. 


rrcdou, Mrlnl* 


Unt«: 28 . 5.92 


Mrlal 


C.il.l 


usn/o7 jti/Cii 
337.45 6.60 


Mrlsil 


.Silirr 


l INI I/Ox. 


4.08 


jtm:m 


.090 


l mi nir v 

rnrhr — to. -o- 

llitl - 

Oiler 

U.S. Dollar 

0.660* ’ 

- 0.682 

Sii-rliii|! INiiiihI 

1.2209 

1.2270 — _ 

[Irnlsrlir Msuk 

0.4160 

0-41R3 

Sniw l-'mnr 

0.4570’ 

0.4593 

Frrnrli J ; ra»ir 

n.uw 

n.1766 

Japanese Yin* 

0.5230 

0.5256 

Piilrh Guiltier 

0.3691 

0.3709 

Siicilisli Krona 

0.1155 

0.1161 

lfaii.nl l.ii 

0.0552 .. 

0.0555 

IMpmi /.-.me 

0.02019 

0.02029 

* rvr IM 



Other Currencies 

Date: 28.5.92 

l.'wrairr 

Uiil 

Olfrr 

i’iiliisiini Dinar 

1.7740 ' 

1 .7860 

Dliarthr Lira* 

0.0J95 

0.0425 

Snuili llij a! 

0.1811 

0.1825 

Kunaili Dinar 



Qatari lUial 

0.1843 

0.1855' 

Fop.llan r'uuifjf /. 

-8'.2idti- : * 

= 0=2270' 

Omani Kiral 

1 7*nn 

1 7690 

UAK Hit feint 

n irat 

n tuts 

,lirtek I! rnrli nut* 

0.3485:- 

0.3505 

Ci print lNinnil 

L.4ZSA 

.1*425=- 


11 l*rr IW 


CAIl 1 ml I cos I at Amman Financial Marliet' 


liitlrx 

" 27.5.92 Lhwe 

26.5.92 LI «ue 

All'Share * 

140.66 

141 77 

Raiihiiil! Sccfur ' 

104. 4B 

104.80 ■ 

Insurance Sector 

150.72 . 

150.64 

Indiuirj Scrlur 

191.90 ’■ 

192.53 

Scrvkm Sector ■ 

L, 172-0B 

Jims 1 ; 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nridsessioa 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.8240/30 

U.S. dollar 

1-2031/36 

Canadian dollar 

1.6100/10 

Deotscbemarks 

1.8135/98 

Dutch guilders 

1.4588/98 

Swiss francs 

33.11/15 

Belgian francs 

5.4030/80 

French francs 

1211/1212 

■Italian lire 

128.10/20 

Japanese yen 

5.7920/70 

Swedish crowns 

6^700/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1890/990 

Danish crowns 

$337.40/337.90 ' 





Tel: 677420 




TRAXX 


^ Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Russia’s reforms come under fire 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s eco- 
nomic 'reform programme -faced 
new criticism Thursday when a 
group of economists said the 
country was lurching towards 
hyperinflation. 

Komsomolskaya Pravda, once 
die newspaper of the Communist 
Yout h Lea gue, quoted econom- 
ists from me- independent 
Epicentre ' Research Institute as 
describing Western estimates of 
1,000 per cent inflation as over- 
optimistic. 

“Russia is inesistably being 
dragged into hyperinflation,” the 
newspaper said. 

But Anatoly Goncharov, of the 
Russian Economics Ministry, -de- 
rued the charge. “Extreme mea- 
sures are being taken to prevent 
hyperinflation,” he said. 

Moscow-based Epicentre is the 
think tank of economist Grigory 
Yavlinsky, one of the authors of a 
1991 plan calling for massive 
Western aid for the former Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Yavlinsky has frequently 
criticised Russian government re- 
form plans, complaining that 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
Yegor Gaidar had got his priori- 
ties' wrong. 

The newspaper said Russia's 
April consumer prices were more 
than ■seven times higher, than- in 
December last year. Inflation had 
been fuelled by the government's 
decision to free prices for most 
goods and services at the start of 
the year. 

Government officials have said 
a May decision to raise energy 
prices sharply will add another 50 
per cent to overall consumer 


price levels. 

Russia sees price liberalisation, 
lower government spending and 
the convertibility of the rouble 
currency as key planks of its 
economic reforms. 

It has forced through a series of 
unpopular moves on prices and 
economic policy aimed at freeing 
the country from the shackles of 
tfae communist economic system. 
It plans to float the rouble on 
world markets from July. 

Prices have risen sharply since 
the reforms got under way, bring- 
ing goods back into once-bare 
shops, but leaving millions below 
the poverty line. Industrial out- 
put has plunged. 

A servey published by ITAR- 
TASS news agency showed that 
only seven per cent of business 
leaders polled during a Moscow 
trade fair in May though indust- 
rial production would stabilise 
this year. 

More than 70 per .cent of peo- 
ple polled thought the economic 
situation would worsen in 1992 
and only one third thought things 
would get better in 1993. 

TASS did not say how many 
people took part in the poll. 

The government has toned 
down some of the tougher ele- 
ments of its reforms in recent 
weeks, doubling or trebling salar- 
ies .to compensate for higher 
prices and increasing funds avail- 
able to companies. 

Mr. Yavlinsky’s group said the 
decisions would add fuel to the 
inflationary flames. 

“Incomes in February rose 
1463 per cent, while prices went 
up 138 per cent,” Komsomols- 


kaya Pravda said. “That means 
prices will rise even more sharply 
to catch up with incomes.” 

The paper said Mr. Yavlinsky 
had also crticised a government 
decision to double the volume of 
cash it prints from next month by 
issuing more high-denomination 
banknotes. 

“This is all cash which will 
boost consumer demand con- 
siderably and will raise prices 
while production continues to 
fall,” the paper said. 

Government officials say the 
extra rash will not fuel inflation. 
“Cash emission has little to do 
with the inflation rate in this 
country,” government economic 
advisor Alexei Ulyukayev said 
last week. 

He said the Russian Central 
Bank planned to increase cash 
emission to 128 billion roubles 
($1.5 billion at the central bank's 
fixed ‘market’ rate) a month from 
the June, up from 64 billion 
roubles ($750 million) a month at 
present. 

About 70 per cent of the 
money will stay in Russia, while 
the rest will be distributed among 
other former Soviet republics, all 
of which still use the rouble. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin took a “sweetener” of 500 mil- 
lion roubles to appease angry 
workers when he recently visited 
ah engineering works near he 
Mongolian border. 

“It’s so hard for us here. I 
haven't seen anything good.” one 
middle-aged woman said, stand- 
ing in a crowd gathered around 
the silver-haired leader. “It's all 
so hard.” 


“Everything is so expensive ... 
and we haven’t been paid our 
salaries,” said another woman in 
an encounter shown on Russian 
Television. 

Mir, Yeltsin, who said in the 
city of Barnaul he would fight for 
his reforms to the end but not 
stand for a second terra as presi- 
dent, replied sternly: “It’s not my 
way to deceive people." Prices, 
he said, would rise further. 

“As for salaries not being paid. 
A plane has flown in with me, 
carrying 500 million roubles ($5.5 
million at the fixed central bank 
rate) to pay your wages. They will 
be paid in foil,” he said. 

Factory and office workers 
throughout the former Soviet Un- 
ion have gone without salaries, 
some for months, because of a 
shortage of ‘money. Printing 
presses have been unable to keep 
up with the demand since prices 
were freed in January. 

The Russian Central Bank is 
now switching to production of 
higher denomination notes to 
ease the bottleneck. 

The grimaces and scowls of the 
Surrounding crowd began slowly to melt 
to smiles as Mr. Yeltsin, with his 
usual gruff charm, defended his 
policies. 

He said he was standing up to 
foreign financial organisations 
backing his reforms. 

“I did not risk freeing energy 
prices although the International 
Monetary Fund pressed us 
strongly. I said * do not dictate to 
us. We will carry out our own 
policies — not you,’" he points* 
out. 


Amman Financial Market 

Following is a summary of trading during last week 
week: 

and the previous 


May 23-27 

May 16-20 

DaOy avenge 
Total veiame 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 

JD 13 mffioe 
JD 53 mWon 
23 mBBoa 
3/467 

JD 2,442368 
JD 12313342 
5354358 
6,085 


Sectoral trading: 


KAdutrU 

Financial 

JD 3J ihIm 
(73.1%) 

JD 03 mflUen 

(15.4%) 

JD 7,066382 
(57.9%) 
JD 2,406386 
(19.7%) 

Service 

(03%) - - • 

~ " (173%) 

barike * ’ * V ‘ ™ 

(13%) - * 

(43%) 




No. or companies 
Dice movement (rise) 
(Decfine) 

(Stable) 

68 

9 

54 

5 

161.1 

74 

27 

34 

13 

i : ‘ 




TOKYO — Stocks dosed higher in thin trade with the Nikkei 
average back above 18,000. The Nikkei was up 416.50 points to 
dose at 18,347.75. 

SYDNEY — After a day in the doldrums, die All Ordinaries index 
closed up 1.8 points at 1,6783 with volumes boosted by option 
e xpir y exercises. 

BONG KONG — Boosted by a renewed flood of cash as well as 
retail buying, Hong Kong stocks ended sharply higher, recovering 
virtually all Thursday’s losses. The Hang Seng index soared 92.02 
points to dose tfae day at 6,080.15. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices closed lower as the local market 
toolc a breather after three straight days of gains. The Straits 
Times index.. fell 3.46- points -to 1324.69. 

BOMBAY — Bombay shares were subdued at the start of the new 
two-week account trading period, brokers said. The Bombay 
Stock Exchange index fell 66.40 pts 3,006.08. 

FRANKFURT — German share prices held early gains posted on 
the back of strong finishes in the New York and Tokyo markets to 
end moderately up. The DAX dosed up 9.17 pts at 1,803.22. 
ZORICH — Swiss shares dosed a quiet midsessiou moderately 
higher, led by chemicals nad construction -related stocks. The SPI 
index dosed 5.7 up at l,204.l! 

PARIS — The CAC-40 index of leading shares dosed nearly one 
per cent higher after sinking as low as the critical 2,000 level 
during tfae day. The index finished 19-20 points up at 2,033.29. 
LONDON — U.K. stocks dosed fractionally below the se ssion's 
high, helped by a strong performance on Wall Street.- The FTSE 
100 index dosed up 13.4 points at 2,707.7/ 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks built on earlier gains in late morning 
as investors- grew more confident that the Dow had finally found 
its footing above the 3400 level. The Dow stood about 15 points 
higher at 3413, compared with an earlier high of 3420. 


^Cinema 


Tel: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 




. Richard Gere, Julia Roberts ...in 

PRETTY WOMAN 


NabU Al MzKShhfti Theatre 


N^S bows: 1230, 3=30, 6:15, 8: 


8-30, 1030 p.m. 


Tel: 6m? 


Cinema 


Tel: 62515^ 


Nabil & Hisham 
in person acting in the play 

“Ahlari.- New World Order” 

. Tickets at: JD2, JD3 & JD5. _ • . 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. Extra show on Wednesday 430 p.m. 



TWINS 


.Shows: 330. 630, 8:30. 1030 p.m. 


Ml ■iUiiT.i 




British MP asks 
Abu Dhabi for 
$4b BCCI payout 


ABU DHABI (R ) — British 
member of parliament Keith Vaz 
wants the ruler of Abu Dhabi to 
raise compensation to depositors 
of the collapsed Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCI) to $4 billion. 

Liquidators Touche Ross and 
Abu Dhabi majority shareholders 
have proposed a $1.7 billion plan 
which could pay 30 to 40 per cent 
of creditors’ claims. 

“We would like the same 
amount of money that was prop- 
osed to be put in by the sheikh* of 
Abu Dhabi prior to the dosureof 
the bank — which is $4 billion.” 
Mr. Vaz said. 

Mr. Vaz, chairman of the 
BCCI parliamentary group, Said 
in Abu Dhabi be was carrying a 
letter to Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan 
Al Nahayan signed by 150 mem- 
bers of parliament. 


“I've come to say that the 
money that’s been offered is not 
enough and ... could (Sheikh 
Zaid) increase the level of com- 
pensation,” Mr. Vaz said. 

The Abu Dhabi government 
owned 77.4 per cent of the bank 
whose operations worldwide 
were closed down last July. 

“It's a small sum in terms of the 
cost of liquidation of this bank . . . 
we would also like to see a ... fair 
package for the staff — 1,200 in 
London, 14,000 worldwide,” Mr. 
Vaz said. 

He said he would hand the 
letter to British Ambassador Gra- 
ham Burton for forwarding. 

The Washington Post reported 
Wednesday that Abu Dhabi's rul- 
ing family was told of massive 
fraud at the BCCI more than a 
year before regulators shut it 
down. 


Furnished apartment in Tla Al All. Two bedrooms, sitting 
room, dining room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms and small front 
garden. 

Tel. No. 672251 


•5.L World Resources 

* different mrM 

Dajani & Co. 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

This is to advise those who desire to give me a graduation 
present to choose my birth stone from 
World Resources- 
Da/ani Jewellers, Amra Hotel. 

Thank you. 

y ' a graduate 
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Cotecno 

J Italian Agency for Technical 
r Cooperation to Development 




requires 

Secretary with the following characteristics: 

-Fluent in Arabic/English. 

-Typing and P.C. operating. 

-At least 2 years experience. 

-Dynamic. 

Candidates will send C.V. before 4. a 1992 to 
P.O.Box 9600 - Amman 
to the attention Dr. Garavelli. 



ITALY - JORDAN TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
Salt Handicraft Training Centra 

The Salt HTC 

requires 

Ceramists and weavers to be trained to become trainers 
of the centre. 

Applicants should have the following requisites: 

- At least community college degree. 

-Documented experience in the field of ceramic or 
weaving. 

- Fluent English is a must. 

Qualified candidates Just submit C.V. at the Salt 
HTC tel. 05/551781 before &6.1992. 


Jordan manages 
to narrow losses 
from export fall 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan's total ex- 
ports during the year 1991 fell by 
JD 13.625 million when com- 
pared with 1990, but the King- 
dom appears to have managed to 
maintain a fairly acceptable pace 
in its overall export activities to 
make up for the loss of markets 
sustained as a result of the Gulf 
crisis. 

The overall decline in exports 
to traditional markets when com- 
pared with 1990 figures amounted 
to about JD 100 million during 
die year, but increased exports to 
other countries brought down the 
actual trade deficit, statistics re- 
leased by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) showed. 

The most notable decline was 
in exports to Iraq, registering 
JD 55.820 million in 1991 against 
JD 118.544 million in 1990 as a 
result of the non-export of items 
banned under the international 
sanctions against the Kingdom’s 
eastern neighbour 

Saudi Arabia followed, with a 
decline of JD 34.095 . million 
(JD 11.023 million in 1991 com- 
pared with JD 46.815 million in 
1990) and Kuwait with JD 10.057 
million (JD 99,000 in 1991 
against JD 11.056 million in 
1990). 

The loss of the Saudi and 
Kuwait markets were, however, 
made up to a large extent by 
increased exports to other Gulf 
states such as Bahrain, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and Qatar as 
well as Lebanon and Syria. 

Excluding Iraq, the decline in 
Arab imports of Jordanian pro- 
ducts during 1991 was around JD 
24 million as reflected in net, 
year-end figures. 

Also figuring on the declining 
side was India, whose imports 
from Jordan went down by JD 
19.437 million in 1991 (JD 
109.646 million in 1991 against 
JD 129.083 million in 1990). 

Exports to Egypt, the Euro- 
pean Community, Japan, 
Taiwan, Turkey, Indonesia and 
the United States also went down 
by various degrees — ranging 


between JD 6.2 million and JD 
1.2 million. 

However, Jordan managed to 
find new markets and increase its 
exports to other countries by JD 
81.66 million, thus bringing down 
the actual deficit, according to 
figures given in the CBJ’s Month- 
ly Statistical Bulletin. 

For obvious reasons of trade 
secrecy, the bulletin did not pro- 
vide any details of the new mar- 
kets listed as “other countries.” 
But it is known that Iran, whose 
relations with Jordan improved 
after the end of the 1980-88 Iran- 
Iraq war, is one of the newfound 
markets for the Kingdom’s pro- 
ducts- 

A commodity-wise review 
showed that exports of food, in- 
cluding live animals, went up by 
JD 27.7 million, potash by JD 8.2 
million, beverages and tobacco 
by JD 2.8 million, and animal and 
vegetable oil and fats by JD 1.7 
million. 

Notable on the minus side were 
overall exports of chemicals 
which wenr down by JD 10.8 
million — although the decline in 
Arab Common Marker (ACM) 
countries' purchases of Jordanian 
detergents and soap during the 
year was about JD 34 million. 

Exports of manufactured goods 
— mostly wood and textiles — 
registered on increase of JD 14.5 
million, while exports of machin- 
ery and transport equipment 
went up by JD 7 million, and 
“miscallaneous” items by JD 4.5 
million. 

Within the food category, ex- 
ports of vegetables to ACM coun- 
tries registered an increase of JD 
12.8 million, exports of tomatoes 
and related products went up by 
JD 2.37 million and fruit and nuts 
by JD 650.000. 

The leading ACM countries 
dealing with Jordan are Iraq, 
Syria and Egypt. 

Exports of fodder — which 
were zero in 1990 after a record 
high exports of JD 12.15 million 
in 1986 — to ACM countries 
totalled JD 2.98 million in 1991. 


| JORDAN VISITOR SERVICES 

COMPLETE TRAVEL & 
TOURISM SERVICES 

Tel. 604464.604474 Fax. 604474 




TRAIN FOR CAREERS THAT PAY! 

OUR FREE PROSPECTUS SHOWS YOU HOW 


To receive your FREE copy wme your name and address below, lick 
I the Ca-eers you like, and send ihis notice to us by airman or lax Each 
[ Course includes tour substantial and illustrated Training Manuals. 

L Tests. Model Answers. Stationery, open Training by airman, and a 
, British Diploma tn 4 6 months The lee lor a Course is only C80 in »uB 
. on enrolment OR one paymem ol £25 monthly lor lour months 
D PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT & INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
□ SALESMANSHIP, SALES MANAGEMENT & MARKETING 

□ COMMUNICATION IN BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 

□ ACCOUNTING IN BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 
□ TOURISM 5 TRAVEL AGENCY MANAGEMENT 
O PRACTICAL BOOKKEEPING 5. ACCOUNTS 
□ BUSINESS MANAGEMENTADMINISTRATION 

□ STORES MANAGEMENT & STOCK CONTROL 

□ MODERN MANAGEMENTADMINISTRATION 

□ OFFICE MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

□ PRIVATE SECRETARIAL DUTIES 

□ COMPUTER APPRECIATION □ ENGLISH 

CAMBRIDGE TUTORIAL COLLEGE 

P O BO* *30. JERSEY. BRITAIN FAX UK KJJ 48S0T1 
At tens C.# 


POST NOW FOR FREE PROSPECTUS 



FOR SALE 

1. TOYOTA Crown Super Salon/1987 full auto- 
matic (duty free) 

2. PEUGEOT 504/1984 (Duty free). 

3. WANG WORKSTATIONS with 7 screen and 7 
key board 4- two power conditioners and 3 
printers. 

4. ARCOMP computer (2) with one printer. 

5. TOSHIBA photocopier BD 8412 

6. DUAL sheet feeder 

7. Filing cabinet w/drawers 

8. Storage cabinets and office chairs, refrigera- 
tor, wooden shelves 

9. Computer W/worid language 

10. Computer printer TOSHIBA (2) 

11. Petrol tank 

12. Used wail to wall carpets 

Items to be sold will be exhibited on Satur- 
day May, 30, 1992 and Sunday May 31, 1992 
from 10:00 a.m. - 13:00 p.m. at the Tower 
Building, Prince Mohammad Street 11 th 
floor. Tel. No. 629571, 629578 
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Sarajevo suffers worst rocket, 
artillery bombardment of war 




BELGRADE (R) — Serb irregu- 
lar forces pounded Sarajevo with 
artillery and rockets Friday in the 
heaviest bombardment of the 
Bosnian capital in two months of 
fighting. 

In New York, the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council was considering a 
barrage of sanctions and trade 
embargos to punish Serbia, ac- 
cused by Western countries of 
backing Serb forces in Bosnia- 
Herzcgovina. 

Despite the growing world 
pressure to halt the bloodshed, 
Serb lighters fought savage street 
battles with Bosnia's mainly Mus- 
lim and Croat defence forces and 
bombarded Sarajevo from late 
Thursday until just before dawn. 

Bosnian government officials 
said the Serb forces fired multiple 
rocket launchers at Sarajevo for 
the first time since ringing the city 
to oppose Bosnia's vote in a 
referendum to secede from 
Yugoslavia. Many fires broke 
out. 

"There is a cloud of smoke 
above the city so big that I can't 
see the sun." said one resident 
who asked not to be named. 

"This was terrible — the worst 


Japan may 
expand 
aid at 
Earth 
Summit 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese policy- 
makers may announce a doubling 
of some types of aid at next 
week's Earth Summit in Brazil, 
aid officials said. 

"Policymakers seem ready to 
pledge large amounts of environ- 
mental aid for the next five 
years,*' a senior government 
source said Friday. 

But Tokyo officials doubt that 
rich nations will reach agreement 
at the summit on increasing a 
World Bank special fund for 
Third World projects to benefit 
the global environment. 

The Foreign Ministry declined 
to comment on the total amount 
Japan is prepared to pledge. 

The United Nations Confer- 
ence on the Environment and 
Development (UNCED), com- 
monly known as the Earth Sum- 
mit, will meet in Rio De Janeiro 
on June 3-14. 

Japan is likely to announce a 
substantial enhancement of its 
environmental Official Develop- 
ment Assistance (ODA), the 
source said. 

The government may more 
than double the amount of en- 
vironmental ODA to approx- 
imately 1.3 trillion yen ($10 bil- 
lion) over five years to March 
1997, in termsof average committ- 
ments per year, aid officials said. 

Environmental ODA covers 
aid to preserve forests and the 
ozone layer, to prevent pollution 
and to improve human habitats. 

Japan pledged 300 billion yen 
(S2.31 billion) in such aid in the 
three years up the March 1992. 

Meanwhile, pity the head of 
state who tells a lie at next week's 
Earth Summit. 

A panel of environmentalists 
will watch government leaders' 
speeches to the U.N. conference 
on a giant screen in downtown 
Rio De Janeiro. If they detect a 
deviation from the truth, on come 
the flashing lights and sirens of a 
giant "Lie" detector. 

With the same mixture of 
creativity and campaigning fer- 
vour. more than 3,500 groups 
from around the world have orga- 
nised a parallel meeting to the 
official event. 

“The idea is to complement the 
U.N. summit, not just to keep an 
eye on it. but to work out what 
ordinary people are going to do 
to solve the ecological crisis,” 
says Pedro Noleto Fiiho, a 
spokesman for the alternative 
conference. 

Renowned environmentalist 
organisations such as Green- ; 
peace. Friends of the Earth and i 
the Siem* Club, religious bodies 
like the World Council of Chur- 
ches and charities such as Oxfam 
are all taking pan. 

But much of the flavour of the 
alternative summit, called the 
Global Forum, will be given by 
smaller groups campaigning for 
the rights of women, children, 
ethnic minorities, religious beliefs 
and animals. 

Nor have fringe groups been 
excluded from the gathering, 
which opens Monday, two days 
earlier chan the official summit. 

Meetings are planned on in- 
terests as diverse as yoga, medita- 
tion, solar energy and Esperanto 
speaking, as well as subjects de- 
scribed as planetary synthesis and 
cosmobiology. 

“The main purpose is to start a 
big interchange (of ideas and 
information) at a global level,” 
Mr. Noleto Fiiho said. 


bombardment so far,” Jovan Div- 
jak. deputy commander of the 
Bosnian Defence Forces, said by 
telephone from Sarajevo. 

Croatian Radio said nine peo- 
ple had been killed overnight but 
the report was not confirmed by 
other media. 

Many homes, officers and 
other buildings were in flames 
and debris was spread across Che 
city’s streets. 

The headquarters of Bosnia's 
Muslim-Croat presidency was 
badly damaged after several hits 
which wounded three people. 

The Hotel Belgrade, a tobacco 
factory and the city waterworks 
were hit, tram lines were twisted, 
cars crushed and trees felled, 
residents said. 

'There is rubble and glass 
everywhere. There was firing 
from tanks, artillery, mortars, 
machineguns and multiple rocket 
launchers,” Sarajevo Radio edi- 
tor Zoran Pirovic said. 

Serbian media also reported 
heavy fighting overnight, includ- 
ing battles at the Yugoslav army's 
Marshal Tito Barracks and the 
Serb-cont rolled airport. It said 
the Bosnian Defence Forces fired 


first and the army and Serb forces 
responded fiercely. 

Sarajevo Radio quoted a Serb 
officer formerly in the Yugoslav 
army as saying ground-to-ground 
missiles had been fired and 
announced it would broadcast a 
radio conversation in which an 
army commander ordered attacks 
on key targets. 

The report of missiles being 
used was not immediately con- 
firmed but Mr. Diyjak said multi- 
ple rocket luanchers were used. 

About 2,300 people have been 
killed and one million have been 
forced from their homes since 
fighting began in Bosnia. The 
Serb forces have seized control of 
two-thirds of Bosnia, which had 
more than 4.3 million people 
before the war. 

Bloodshed has also continued 
in other parts of Bosnia, includ- 
ing southern regions where Tan- 
jug News Agency reported bat- 
tles overnight but gave no de- 
tails. 

The United States led growing 
pressure at the United Nations to 
isolate Serbia, which dominates 
Yugoslavia after the secession of 
Bosnia and three other republics. 


Britain, France and Belgium 
circulated a draft resolution to all 
15 Security Council members 
Thursday reflecting a U.S. drive 
to impose an economic embargo 
immediately rather than a two- 
phased approach tentatively 
agreed on earlier. 

The backing of China and Rus- 
sia was still being sought and 
most council members expected 
that the resolution would not be 
adopted before Saturday. 

Tbe sanctions would ban trade 
with Serbia, including oil. They 
would be almost as comprehen- 
sive as ones imposed on Iraq after 
it invaded Kuwait two years ago. 

The 12-nation European Com- 
munity slapped a two-way trade 
ban on Serbia Wednesday but has 
so far shied away from an oil 
embargo or other more drastic 
measures. 

In Sofia, Bulgarian Prime 
Minister Filip Dimitrov said 
NATO should send troops into 
Yugoslavia to end the fighting. 

Dubrovnik under fire 

Meanwhile the Croatian city of 
Dubrovnik was bombarded Fri- 






A refugee looks after a newborn baby after its mother died while 
fleeing Sarajevo 


day in the worst artillery attack 
for months, witnesses said. 

European Community moni- 
tors told a Reuter reporter in the 
ancient Adriatic city that 15 mor- 
tar bombs hit the centre in a salvo 
that began after midday (1000 
GMT). 

The EC monitors said rockets 
fired from naval boats at sea also 
hit tbe port, which was sur- 
rounded by Yugoslav army forces 
last October. 

One local resident said it was 
the “worst attack for months.” 


Dubrovnik^ until last year a 
major tourist attraction, was sur- 
rounded by the Serb-led Yugos- 
lav army last October after the 
minority Serbs in Croatia rose up 
in opposition to the republic’s 
decision to secede from Yugos- 
lavia. 

Since then access has only been 
possibly by sea. 

The last major attack on Dub- 
rovnik came in early December. 
Since then there has been only 
sporadic firing in and around tbe 
city. 


Gorbachev slams government, denies 
promising to stay out of politics 


Heir to Russian throne 
reaches final resting place 


MOSCOW (AP) — Former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev warned the Russian gov- 
ernment in an interview pub- 
lished Friday that it was too 
authoritarian and was in danger 
of losing control over economic 
reform. 

Mr. Gorbachev also told Kora- 
somolskaya Pravda that he had 
never promised to stay out of 
domestic policies. 

Mr. Gorbachev has frequently 
criticised his old rival, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, for 
pushing economic reform too 
quickly, but Friday's published 
comments were his harshest. 

They also followed Mr. Yelt- 


sin's assertion this week that Mr. 
Gorbadtev pledged to keep out 
of Russian politics following his 
resignation as Soviet president on 
Dec. 25 and the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Gorbachev said be prom- 
ised only that be would not turn 
his Gorbachev Foundation think- 
tank into an opposition party. 

"Listen, Yeltsin is not Jesus 
Christ. He is not the kind of a 
person to whom I should 
answer,” Mr. Gorbachev was 
quoted as telling Komsomolskaya 
Pravda. 

“Yes, I am a private person, 
while the existing president has 
been elected by the people. ... 


But how can I keep silent?” He 
said. 

Mr. Gorbachev also accused 
Mr. Yeltsin’s government of 
pressuring Russian media to vir- 
tually ignore his recent trip to the 
United States. 

“Both the right-wing and 
democratic press have been simp- 
ly falling upon Gorbachev, trying 
to discredit me, to cause hate and 
venom,” he said. 

He warned if Mr. Yeltsin's 
government doesn’t change its 
approach, “the government may 
lose control over the situation.” 

“The new powers can destroy, 
but they haven’t proven yet they 
are able to create,” he said. 


India test-fires medium-range missile 


CHAND IP UR -ON-SEA, India 
(R) — India successfully test- 
fired its Agni medium-range mis- 
sile Friday for the second time, 
officials said. 

The launch of the missile from 
the east coast into the Bay of 
Bengal came three years after the 
first successful test made India 
only the sixth country in the 
world capable of launching in- 
termediate-range rockets. 

Officials at the firing -range at 
Chandipur-On-Sea in the state of 
Orissa said that the two-stage 
missile, named after the Hindu 
god of fire, followed the pro- 
jected course, exactly. 


The officials, who declined to 
be identified, wonld give no 
further details. 

The 14-tonne, 19-metre missile 
has a range of 2,400 kilometres 
and was launched shortly after 
India’s first joint naval exercises 
were due to be completed off the 
western coast. 

Tbe three-year gap between 
tests was partly explained by 
pressure from the United States, 
which got very upset over the first 
test in May, 1989, Western diplo- 
mats said. 

India insists that the Agni has 
no military potential, describing 
it as “a re-entry technology de- 


monstrator and not a weapons 
system” that is part of a space 
programme that launched a satel- 
lite for the first time last week. 

Tbe diplomats said no one out- 
side India.least of all in Washing- 
ton, believed that. 

The United States said after 
the first launch that it was 
seriously concerned about the 
danger of an arms race in South 
Asia, where India and Pakistan 
have fought three wars since be- 
coming independent of Britain in 
1947. 

Western diplomats say both are 
capable of assembling an atomic 
bomb at short notice. 


ST PETERSBURG (R) — Tbe 
body of the heir to the vacant 
Russian throne was put m its final 
resting place Friday in a quiet 
burial ceremony attended by city 
officials and close family mem- 
bers. 

Grand Duke Vladimir Kirillo- 
vich Romanov was lowered into a 
grave inside a newly restored 
chapel in St Petersburg’s historic 
Peter and Paul Fortress as the 
noonday gun bombed out over 
the Neva River. 

The grand duke, who became 
heir to the Romanov dynasty on 
the death of his father in 1938, 
died last month during a visit to 
Miami. His body was flown back 
to his Russian homeland at the 
request of family members. 

Grand Duke Romanov's 
widow Leonida and his daughter 
Maria accompanied the coffin, 
which was draped in Russia’s 
imperial, flag arid the Romanov 


crest of a two-headed eagle. Two 
lines of scariet-clad Cossacks pro- 
vided a guard of honour. 

The building, which adjoins the 
St Peter and Paul Cathedral 
where tbe Romanov tsars are 
buried, was used a museum dur- 
ing the city's 70 years under 
Communist control. 

Under tsarist rule, which ended 
in February 1917 when Liberals 
and Socialists united to establish 
a democratic republic that was 
.itself overthrown by Bolsheviks 
seven months later, it waS also a 
prison for revolutionaries. 

The current liberal city author- 
ities decided to restore the chapel 
to its orginaJ use, citing huma- 
nitarian motives and a desire for 
historical justice. 

Workmen were frantically 
painting the chapel’s dusty white 
walls until minutes before the 
ceremony began. 


UNC seeks apology from 
North Korea over clash 


Opposition attacks Thai nominee 


BANGKOK (R) — Plans to 
make a former air force officer 
Thailand's new premier following 
the downfall of General Suchinda 
Krapiayoon have been put on 
hold, the president of the parlia- 
ment said Friday. 

The opposition warned that the 
nomination of Air Chief Marshal 
Somboon Rahong, a member of 
the ruling pro-military coalition, 
would only fan the flames of the 
political crisis. 

Air Marshal Somboon, unlike 
Gen. Suchinda, is an elected 
member of parliament. He heads 
the second largest party in the 
five-party coalition. 

Parliamentary President Arthit 


Urairat had been expected to 
propose to King Bhumibol' 
Adulyadej Friday that Air Mar- 
shal Somboon succeed Gen. 
Suchinda, who stepped down last 
Sunday after soldiers killed scores 
of demonstrators during a wave 
of pro-democracy protests. 

Mr. Arthit told reporters Fri- 
day he was holding up the 
nomination on the advice of re- 
spected elder stateman Prem 
Tinsulanonda, who is dose to the 
king. 

Oppostion leaders and pro- 
democracy activists say the coali- 
tion shares the blame for the 
army massacre as it invited Gen. 


Suchinda, architect of a 1991 
military coup, to become prime 
minister in April. 

The move ignited the bloodiest 
unrest in two decades. 

“Appointing anyone from the 
five coalition parties only means 
bringing the country to crisis,” 
said Vi tit Muntarbhorn. a law 
lecturer and leader of the cam- 
paign for popular democracy. 

“We do not have anything 
against Somboon personaDy but 
all members of the coalition par- 
ties ... have to take responsibility 
for tbe killing. 

“I believe there will be a big 
rally protesting against him,” Mr. 
Vitit said. 


PANMUNJOM, Korea (R) — 
The United Nations Command 
(UNC) accused North Korea Fri- 
day of seriously violating the Ko- 
rean armistice by trying to send 
armed troops to the South a week 
ago and demanded an apology. 

Three North Korean soldiers 
were killed and two South Ko- 
rean soldiers were injured last 
Friday when a group of North 
Koreans entered the southern 
section of the heavily fortified 
demilitarised zone (DMZ) separ- 
ating the two Koreas. 

“We demand an apology ... 
Those who' have perpetrated the 
hostile acts should be punished,” 
Hwang Won-Tak, a South Ko- 
rean general who heads UNC 
delegates, said ax a news confer- 
ence. 

The North, which has denied 
sending troops into the South and 
accused Seoul of manufacturing 
the incident, refused to attend 
Friday's Military Armistice Com- 
mission (MAC) meeting railed by 
the UNC to discuss the firefigbt. 

Gen. Hwang and other UNC 
delegates waited in vain for North 
Korean to attend the 460th MAC 


meeting at this truce border vil- 
lage of Fanmunjom. a duster of 
huts straddling the sole crossing 
point on the DMZ. 

He said it was regrettable that 
North Koreans did not attend the 
meeting, adding Friday’s session 
was railed to “strongly protest 
armed infiltration of the DMZ by 
the North Korean soldiers dis- 
guised as South Korean soldiers.” 

North Korea has boycotted the 
MAC, the Military Committee 
responsible for overseeing the 
armistice that ended tbe 1950-53 
Korean War, since Gen. Hwang 
was appointed head of the five- 
man UNC delegation 14 months 
ago. 

The South has described the 
infiltration as the worst violation 
in recent years of the 39-year-old 
armistice accord. The ceasefire 
agreement has yet to be replaced 
with a peace treaty and the two 
Koreas remain technically at war. 

“Let us return to the table of 
the MAC so that we can settle 
through discussions serious viola- 
tions of tbe armistice,” Gen. 
Hwang said. 


Santiago 
cuts into 
Ramos 
lead in 
poll count 

MANILA (AP) — Miriam De- 
fensor Santiago cut into Fidel 
Ramos's lead Friday in urofficial 
counting from the May 11 elec- 
tion. Congress’ review bogged 
down over procedural issues, de- 
laying proclamation of tbe 
winner. 

The private Media Citizens 
Quick count tally showed Gen. 
Ramos, a former defence secret- 
ary and President Corazon 
Aquino's candidate, leading with 
about 4.47 million votes, or 23.7 
per cent of the 18.8 million bal- 
lots that have been counted. 

Mrs. Santigago, an anti-graft 
crusader, trailed with about 3.6 
million votes, or about 850,000 
behind Gen. Ramos. Business- 
man Eduardo Cojuangco was 
third with about 33 million votes 
or 17.7 per cent. Gen. Ramos 
earlier had a 1.1 million vote lead 
before ballots were reported from 
Manila, where Mrs. Santiago was 
running about eight percentage 
points ahead of him. 

Quick Count has tabulated 
only about 78.5 per cent of the 
votes. The agency announced Fri- 
day that it would cease regular 
operation operations at tbe end 
Of the day and issue no more daily 
tabulations. 

Quick Count Chairman Euge- 
nio Lopez said his groro’s mis- 
sion had been completed because 
Congress bad begun the official; 
final count. 

Filipinos went to the polls to 
choose 17,000 officials from 
among more than 87,000 candi- 
dates. 

Congress must prodakq/ the 
new president by June 30, when 
Mrs. Aquino's term ends. 

But four days after the official 
tallying began, only about 30,000 
votes from one small southern 
province had been certified. 

On Friday, lawyers for Mr. 
Cojuangco and Mrs. Santiago 
raised numerous procedural 
points, including whether legisla- 
tors should question local tally 
sheets which, apparent irregular- , 
ities in races other than for presi- 
dent and vice president, - 

Gen. Vicente Patcmo, the 
acting chairman of the joint ses- 
sion, argued that Congress was 
mandated only to review the 
presidential and vice presidential 
candidates. 

Gen. Paterno, who did not 
seek relection, maintained that 
the legislators should consider all 
municipal and provincial tally 
sheets as valid unless was com- 
pelling evidence to the country. 

But opposition lawyers argued 
that, any alteration should be in- 
vestigated because every ballot 
included not only the presidency 
but all other elected positions. 

Congress must review 94 re- 
gional tally sheets, and Gen. 
Paterno said if tbe legislators 
spent only one hour on each, it 
could take 12 session days — or 
more than two weeks — to finish. 

Only one tally sheet has bran 
approved. “We are very con- 
scious of the need to expedite 
because we are under very great 
pressure of time,” Gen. Paterno 
said. 

Sen. Sotero Laurel, brother of 
defeated presidential candidate 
Vice President Salvador Laurel, 
claimed his group was not stalling 
but was only interested in a thor- 
ough canvass. “ „ 


Bush seeks to help defence workers make transition to peace 


PHOENIX. Arizona (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush Thursday 
sought to portray himself as well 
in command of post-cold efforts 
to move tens of thousands of 
defence workers into peace-time 
employment. 

The president, stopping in 
Phoenix on his way to two full 
days of campaigning in Califor- 
nia, announced plans to spend $1 
billion from 1993 through 1996 on 
initiatives to help both military 
people in uniform and civilians 
whose livelihoods depend on 
making weapons of war. 

By using the power of in- 
cumbency. the Bush campaign 
was trying to answer charges from 
Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton, 
the Democratic front-runner, 
that the president has not done 
enough for Americans in “de- 
fence conversion," the concept of 
pounding swords into plough- 
shares in response to lessened 
world tensions. 

The White House produced a 
fact sheet saying the administra- 
tion was already spending 57. 1 
billion this year and next on 
assisting workers make the transi- 
tion to a civilian world after years 
of dependency on America's vast 
war machine. 

“One clear benefit of the end 
of the cold war is the substantial 
defence savings possible in this 
new environment,” Mr. Bush 
told supporters. “However, this 
transition must be managed in a 


rational manner.” 

“I am committed to ensuring 
that the vast talents of former 
defence personnel ran be put to 
productive use in private life," he 
added. 

Mr. Bush was dearly targeting 
his remarks to California, which 
stages its presidential primary on 
June 2. 

The state has been hit hard by 
defence industry cutbacks and 
Mr. Bush campaign officials 
admit the president has a tough 
fight ahead of him in the state, 
which has more electoral votes — 
54 — than any other. 

Bush is desperately trying to 
shore up his support in Califor- 
nia, where conservative Republi- 
can challenger Pat Buchanan is 
malting a last stand against him 
and where Texas billionaire Ross 
Perot, still unannounced as an 
independent candidate, is leading 
Mr. Bush in the polls. 

A new poll in California Thurs- 
day showed Mr. Perot with 41 per 
cent, compared to Mr. Bush’s 24 
per cent and Mr. Clinton's 22 per 
cent. A Los Angeles Times poll 
nearly two weeks ago gave Mr. 
Perot 39 per cent to 32 per cent 
for Mr. Bush. 

The White House estimates 
that by tbe end of September 
there will be 300,000 fewer men 
and women in uniform and 
100,000 fewer civilians employed 
by the Defence Department com- 
pared to three years ago. 


Meanwhile Mr. Perot is press- 
ing the flesh in Florida Friday and 
beaming his image to five other 
states in an attempt to derail 
President Bush’s bid for reelec- 
tion. 

. Mr. Perot's rally-by-satellite 
may be the campaign style of the 
future. 

The billionaire businessman, 
whose name is already on ballots 
in nine states, plans to substitute 
extensive reliance on satellite 
communications for typical barn- 
storming. 

“This is a practical way of 
campaigning, I hope.” said Mr. 
Perot spokesman James Squires. 
“That’s the old way — go give 
different places and spend all that 
time going and no time there.” 

Mr. Perot is already certified 
for general election ballots in 
Tennessee, Utah, Deleware, 
Kentucky, Wyoming, Texas, 
Florida and New Jersey. 

On Friday, Mr. Perot's stage 
will be an old-fashioned cam- 
paign venue — a livestock pavi- 
lion on which he'U be flanked by 
150 bales of hay and a huge map 
of the nation, organisers said.. 

But tbe bam scene will be 
broadcast by satellite link to ral- 
lies in Ohio, Alabama, Kansas, 
Wyoming and Idaho, from where 
supporters will be able to ask Mr. 
Perot questions. 

The red-white-and-blue affair 
is expected to draw a caravan of 
buses and 5,000 people, accord- 


ing to Perot organiser Kevin Bur- 
nett. 

Satellite appearances are no- 
thing new in politics. But substi- 
tuting travel for television is, 
analysts said. 

“I think he may lose something 
by doing it that way,” said Brook- 
ings Institution analyst Stephen 
Hess. “He might have learned 
some things if he had gone out, 
shook hands and met a lot of 
people. You can’t do that sitting 
in a studio.” 

"It can be very efficient," Mr. 
Hess continued. “This has been 

coming for a long time With or 

without Perot, we're getting 
there. And in some ways we’re 
the poorer for it.” 

Squires said Mr. Perot has no 
trouble drawing attention, and 
has no need to raise money. 
Traditional campaigning, at least 
for now, isn’t necessary in Mr. 
Perot’s opinion. 

Some experts wondered 
whether Mr. Perot can sustain 
enthusiasm for his campaign, and 
convince voters he wants the job, 
without a hetic coast-to-coast 
effort. 

Another centerpiece of the 
Perot crusade will be “electronic 
town hall meetings,” where Mr. 
Perot speaks with groups from 
around the country from a televi- 
sion studio in Dallas. 

“Can I work? You bit it ran as 
long as .he stays popular,” said 
University of Texas political sci- 


entist Bruce Buchanan. “If htf 
goes down as his image takes on 
more substance, then you may 
see more traditional cam- 
paigning.” 

Candidates, though, do learn 
from shaking hands, kissing 
babies and meeting faoe-to-face 
with voters, Mr. Buchanan said. 
But if Mr. Perot finds a better 
way, others will soon copy. 

Surging in the polls, Mr. Perot 
has come out against gays in high 
office and philanderers any- 
where. 

The maverick independent also 
would “absolutely” not raise 
taxes. But then he might if the 
money went for better education. 

The texas billionaire bounded 
into Washington as he stepped up 
his pre-campaign campaigning. 

Mr. Perot laid down the “abso- 
lutely against it” line on taxes in 
one interview on the ABC Televi- 
sion network, and then promptly 
crossed it on a Cable News Net- 
work chat show hosted by civil 
rights activist and' former pres- 
idential candidate Jesse Jackson. 

“If we’ve got to cough up 
more, we cough it up, because 
this is very precious money,” he 
said of spending more to improve 
education for children. 

While he left the door open 
slightly on taxes, he slammed it 
shut on two groups — homosex- 
uals and adulterers. 

Mr. Perot told ABC that as 
president, he would not hire 


“adulterers”, nor would he 
appoint homosexuals to such top 
jobs as secretary of the treasury, 
defence or education. 

He would also pot and end to 
the playing of “hail to the chief,” 
a traditional fanfare at the White 
House and alongside presidential 
motorcades. - 

Why no gay cabinet members? 
“I don't want anybody there that 
will be a point of controversy with 
the American people. It wfll dis- 
tract from the work to be done.” 

“As far as I'm concerned what 
people do in their private lives is 
their business,” and indicated he 
would consider homosexuals for 
other less sensitive jobs, although 
he saw no role for them in the 
military. 

What about adulterers? “I put 
a very strong store on... strong 
moral values.” He said he never 
knowingly hired a married person 
who had been unfaithful. 

“For example, anybody that 
has secret service around them 
that feels tike they can bring 
women in for swims and so on 
and so forth, if any of that ever 
occurred, obviously something 
happened to tire person’s mind, 
it’s just like s ud d en ly the switch, 
went off. (It) doesn’t make sense. 

“Tbe American people deserve 
better than that and no, I 
wouldn’t have people like that,” 
he said, alluding to the alleged 
sex escapades of President John 
Kennedy. 



TV character would 
make a better 
parent than Quay le* 





NEW YORK (R) — Television 
single mother Murphy Brown 
would make a better parent 
and a better president — than 
Vice President Dan Quayle, 
according to a magazine poll. re- 
leased Friday. Tbe poll of 600 
Americans conducted by the Gal- 
lup Organisation for Entertain- 
ment Weekly showed 43 per cent 
thought Brown would be a better 
parent compared to 32 per cent 
for Mr. Quayle. Twenty-five pet 
cent of those questioned said they 
didn't know. Mr. Quayle criti- 
cised the character last week for 
having a baby out of wedlock, 
saying it sets a bad example for 
Americans. Bat 40 per cent of 
people polled said Brown, a tele- 
vision reporter on the award- 
winning comedy Murphy Brown, 
would be a better president, 
while 38 per cent opted for Mr. 
Quayle and 22 per cent said they, 
didn’t know. Seventy-six per cent 
of those questioned said they 
were not offended by Brown, 
played by Candice Bergen, hav- 
ing a baby out of wedlock, while 
17 per dent said they were andthe 
rest didn't know. 

Ugly? You’re legal 
in California 
college town 


SANTA CRUZ, California (R) .. 

— It may not be pretty. But it is ' 7-. 

perfectly legal to be ugly irithis 
part of the land of the beautiful • 

people. In feet, it's tbe law. The ^.Ti' 
country’s toughest law preventing i*,, r ! 
discrimination on the baas of 
personal appearance went into 
effect in Santa Cruz. Tbe new tT.. 
law, dubbed the “ugly ordi- 
nance” by the local chamber of ’ 

commerce, makes it illegal to bar J . ' . . 

people from housing or employ- 

ment based on their appearance ~ " . ' 

or sexual orientation.. California, -^ r: ' 
which has attracted thousands ** j ’ .' 

searching for movie stardom and ~ 
the perfect tan, has long been ^ . 
known as the land of the beautiful ~ J .] • 

people. The .law in this college zfl' ' 
town about 120 kilometres south :r:r: 
of San Francisco, was sponsored 
by a city councilman upset over a lalians 1 
300-pound (135-KG) woman neh in T 
being rejected for employment at 
a health food store because the 
owners thought she could not i j, .J . 

manoeuvre in the narrow aisles. Ill “ 

Couple painted by . 
Rembrandt reunited 
in Japan v 


TOKYO (R) — After nearly 250 
years of forced separation, a 
Dutchman and his wife immortal- 
ised by Rembrandt are to be 
reunited in Japan, a museum 
spokesman said. Tbe Dutch mas- 
ter’s two paintings of the couple 
— Portrait Of a Man In a Broad- 
Brimmed Hat and Portrait Of a 
Woman — go on show ride by 
ride for the first time in June at 
the museum in Sakura, near 
Tokyo. The portraits, painted in 
1635, were split up in 1750 when 
the husband's portrait went on 
sale in Paris, museum spokesman 
Nobuyuki Hiromoto said. In 
1987, the Kawamura Memorial 
Museum in Sakura bought it from 
an American collector for about 
600 million yen ($4.68 million)-. 
Tbe wife's portrait is on loan 
from the Cleveland Museum in 
tbe United States. Mr. Hirotomo 
said the reunion could help 
answer tantalising questions ab- 
out the works. Some people 
argued that the man and woman 
might not have been married* 
others that the portraits were the 
work not of Rembrandt but his 
students. “If and when we see 
them together, we may be able to 
solve some of those puzzles,” he 
said. 

‘It’s a boy/ says 
Philippines’ 
pregnant ‘man’ 

MALAYBALAY, Philippines. 
(R) — A 32-year-obi Filipino 
male noise, who is sue months 
pregnant, is expecting a boy and 
says he already feels the -baby 
kicking inside him. His gynaeco- 
logist, Doctor Clarita Paggoa, 
said she did not believe in bis 
pregnancy until she fell the foetus 
moving with her own hands.'Tbe 
pregnant “man”, whose real 
name has not been made public 
but who has been given the nick- 
name “Carlo ”, is. an hermaphro- 
dite who says he was bom with 
both male arid female sexual 
organs. Dressed m a tight-fitting 
blackshirt and brown arid yellow 
sarong over his slightly swollen 
stomach. Carlo said an ultra- 
sound scan showed htm six 
months pregnant with a baby 
' boy. “I did not believe it I had 
suspected that Carlo submitted 
the urine of (another) patient. 
But later, I was convinced when I' 
Telt with my own bands the foetus 
movement,” said Dr. Paggoa. 


foiishf 
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